
  Supporting our work 
We are hugely grateful to 

the many people who 

generously give their time, 

their energy or any 

donation - large or small - 

in support of our work. 

Pensioners, school children, 

churches, schools and 

businesses all help to raise 

funds for Farms for City 

Children.  You can be part 

of it too! 

 

We want to make sure that 

as many children as 

possible can visit our 

farms.  With this in mind, 

we aim to raise over 

£300,000 each year, to 

subsidise the true cost of 

each child’s place.  We 

must also raise money to 

maintain the three historic 

farm properties which we 

are so lucky to have. 

 

If you are a UK taxpayer, 

you can make your donation 

under the Gift Aid scheme.  

This allows FFCC to claim 

back an extra 25p in tax 

for every £1 you donate. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to make a donation and/or join 

our mailing list, please fill in your details. 

I am a UK taxpayer and would like the charity    

to reclaim Gift Aid on my behalf (please tick) ___ 

I enclose a donation of £_________made 

payable to Farms for City Children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please update / add my contact details to your 

newsletter mailing list:   

Name:…………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Address:………………………………………………………………………. 

 

e-mail………………………………………………………………………………  

 

Signed:…………………………………………Date……………………… 
(Information supplied is confidential and is not passed on to 

third parties) 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return this page to: 

Farms for City Children, Administrative Office, Bridge House, 

25 Fore Street, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1DL 

e-mail:  admin@farmsforcitychildren.org 
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We are celebrating twenty 

years of Farms for City 

Children at Treginnis Isaf, 

our farm on a headland out-

side St Davids in Wales. 

 

Back in 1985, Farms for City 

Children began to try to find 

a second farm in 

response to a growing 

demand from schools.  

A lucky meeting with 

Peter Mitchell, then 

Director of the 

National Trust in 

Wales, presented the 

opportunity of taking 

on the long lease on Treginnis 

Isaf, or Lower Treginnis near 

St David’s.   

 

Rob Davies, the neighbouring 

farmer agreed to become our 

partner and Farms for City 

Children began the 

restoration of all the 

buildings at Lower Treginnis.   

Clare Morpurgo, one of the original founders of 

Farms for City Children, raised a million pounds to 

enable the project to move forward, supported by 

many of our long term benefactors and the Welsh 

Development Agency.   Mike Plant was appointed 

Farm School Manager and, with Les James at his 

side, has run Farms for City Children at Lower 

Treginnis ever since.    

 

In the last 20 years they have welcomed over 

20,000 children, each to stay for a whole week at 

a time.  The first school group visited in May 1990 

and the farm was officially opened in June 1991 by 

HRH The Princess Royal, our Patron, with the 

charity's founding President, Poet Laureate Ted 

Hughes, at her side. 

 

www.farmsforcitychildren.org 

Mosaic plaque made by the children with artist Ben Lloyd 



20 years later it is 

wonderful to celebrate by 

welcoming  back our Patron, 

as well as Carol Hughes, 

widow of the late Ted 

Hughes. 
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Ted Hughes wrote this poem to celebrate the 

opening of Treginnis Isaf, 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some comments by children from Fulham 

Primary in London, who stayed at Treginnis just a 

few months ago,  

 

“The best part was when we worked with all the 
animals and having such a fun time. When we went 
to the coast it was such fun because the water 
waves were quite big.  
 
The best part when we were with the animals was 
when we were milking the goats, walking the 
horses and climbing the rocks.   
 
We had a fantastic time in Wales. We saw horses,  
donkeys, pigs, ducks and many more things. We 
had cosy beds and tasty food.  We had an 
experience we would never forget forever. We 
went on walks by the sea and saw beautiful views.” 

 

 

“The animals and the children of Treginnis 
Hushed by the sea and the sky 

Can hear a high gull cry 
God rides in the wind above Treginnis” 

Children from Kelvin Grove School with the 

giant cheque from Helpful Holidays 

Helpful Holidays 
Over the last few years 

Farms for City Children has 

had some fantastic support 

from Helpful Holidays, the 

West Country holiday 

cottage specialists.  This 

year the company has 

donated £10,000 in support 

of our work – funds that 

were generated by putting 

last year’s 2.5% VAT cut 

into a charity ‘pot’.  Helpful 

Holidays’ general manager, 

Moray Bowater visited 

Nethercott to present a 

giant cheque, delighting 

children from Kelvin Grove 

Primary School in Sydenham, 

south east London, who were 

at Nethercott that week.  

We are hugely grateful to 

Helpful Holidays for their 

ongoing support. 

 

Nethercott House is 

available to let during school 

breaks via Helpful Holidays. 

www.helpfulholidays.com 

Spinney 
At Nethercott 

this has become 

a space where 

the children 

learn rural 

crafts, such as 

making charcoal 

and baskets, and 

working with 

green wood.  

They learn how 

to use tools and 

make fires 

safely.  A 

thatched 

roundhouse provides all-weather shelter.  It was 

built by the children, working with Stuart Coles, 

deputy farm school manager, who researched and 

planned the project. 

 

Events on the farms 
The farms will be open this summer for a number 

of events and we hope that you can be there. A 

special concert at St David’s Cathedral celebrates 

twenty years at Treginnis on Friday 28th May. 

There is an open day at Nethercott in Devon - 

with a car boot sale, ‘It’s a Knockout’ and other 

family entertainment - on Sunday 30th 

May from 2pm.  The annual Friends of 

Treginnis Fete is on Saturday 17th July 

at 2pm and on Friday 23rd July Miracle 

Theatre will perform Romeo and Juliet 

on the lawn at Nethercott.  ‘Summer 

Garden’ buffet suppers will also be 

available.  Book your tickets early to 

avoid disappointment!  Further 

information is available on our website 

or by calling 01837-55876. 


