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Farewell Mike! 
This summer, we bid a 

fond farewell to Mike 

Plant, who retires after 

22 years in charge at 

Treginnis Isaf on the 

Pembrokeshire coast. The 

farm gates at Treginnis 

first opened to city 

children back in May 

1990.  Since then, Mike 

and his team have 

welcomed many thousands 

of young farmers for a 

week of „muck and magic‟ 

on the farm.   

 

Here are just a few 

words of appreciation 

from teachers and 

children who have loved 

their week at Treginnis … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“One of the things that has been on my mind 

since I got back is the little runt.  I loved his 

tiny eyes and the fluffy colours of pink all 

over his body.  I loved the way he stretched 

forwards to suck the warm goats milk” 

Child from Parkland Primary School in 

Swansea 

 

“The team were the factor 

that made the difference. 

I know the children will never 

forget their experiences at 

the farm and as teachers we 

were beyond impressed with 

the team‟s expertise, attitude 

and sense of humour.  They 

treated our children 

wonderfully, recognising their 

individual strengths and areas 

for development, whilst 

maintaining high expectations 

for all” 

Year 6 teacher from Tower 

Bridge Primary, London 

http://www.farmsforcitychildren.org/


Busy bees at 

Wick Court 
Wick Court with its three 

traditional fruit orchards, 

acres of wildflower 

meadows and large 

vegetable gardens relies 

heavily on pollinating 

insects.   

 

Until a few years ago we 

had a local beekeeper who 

kept hives on the farm 

but for the past few 

years there have been 

none.   

 

We are delighted that, 

through contact with the 

Stroud Beekeepers 

Association, we have been 

donated a hive and a 

strong colony of bees 

from a local family. This 

will be sited in a secluded 

corner of one orchard and 

securely fenced against 

wandering animals or 

people.  Members of the 

SBKA have kindly agreed 

to help us with the bees, 

training staff and giving 

help and advice whenever 

needed.   

Once the hives are fully established and we 

have the necessary equipment we hope to be 

able to involve the children in some way – and 

definitely in the harvesting and tasting of the 

honey! 

 

…and some satisfied customers at Treginnis 

Expectant bottle-fed lambs at Wick Court! 



Spring is fully sprung on 

the three farms and 

summer on its way.   

 

This March, I spent one 

of my best ever days 

working for the charity, 

out on the farm at Wick 

Court. The farm yard 

abounded with piglets, 

sheep, lambs, cows and 

big, sleepy sows.   

 

A fantastic group of 

children from a school 

in Vauxhall, south 

London, collected eggs, 

mucked out and fed the 

pigs, fed the lambs, 

mucked out cowsheds, 

dug and hoed raised 

beds.   

 

They were having an 

amazing time and it was 

very special to be out 

there with them all day.  

I was so inspired I even 

took the lead on 

mucking out the 

pigsties! 

 

Helen Chaloner 

Chief Executive 

“Today, for the first time I milked a goat.   

I felt the milk squirting rapidly. 

 

After breakfast I held a baby lamb. 

I felt so amazed how calm the lamb was, 

but the mother was restless.” 

 

Child visiting Treginnis from Luckwell 

Primary School, Bristol 

 

Feeding the goats at Treginnis 

 

 

Walking on the beautiful Treginnis coastline 

 



 

Jackson-Stops & Staff in 

Exeter have once again 

generously sponsored the 

printing of this 

newsletter. They are also 

getting involved in a more 

„hands on‟ fashion: helping 

on our stand at the 

Exeter Festival of Food 

and Drink and sending a 

team of enthusiastic 

helpers to spend a day at 

Nethercott as part of 

our volunteering week on 

the farm from  

6th – 10th August. 

 

Proud supporters of Farms 

for City Children –  

exeter@jackson-stops.co.uk 

Farms for City Children, 25 Fore Street, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1DL 

01837-55876   admin@farmsforcitychildren.org  Charity no.325120 

 

Dates for your diary 
Join us if you can for fun summer events, on 

and off the farms… 

 

Charity cricket match - Helpful Holidays 

versus Gidleigh Park - 24th June, 2pm at 

Chagford Cricket Pavilion 

In support of Farms for City Children.  

Cricket, Gidleigh Park cream teas and charity 

raffle in a glorious moorland setting. 

 

The Annual Friends of Treginnis Fete 

Saturday 14th July 

Every year, holidaymakers and locals alike 

flock to this fabulous family day out! 

 

‘The Importance of Being Ernest’, Miracle 

Theatre at Nethercott on Friday 20th July 

Oscar Wilde‟s „trivial comedy for serious 

people‟ is a masterpiece of sharp wit and 

preposterous plotting. In this high energy 

production, Miracle adds an extra dimension 

to „the funniest play ever written‟. 

 

The Riverside Artists return to Wick Court 

Saturday 1st – Monday 3rd September 

We are delighted that this group of talented 

local, professional and amateur artists are to 

exhibit at Wick Court again this year.  Private 

view on Friday 31st August.  For more 

information and private view tickets call 

Heather Tarplee on 01452 741023 
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