
Supporting our work 

 

Now, more than ever, it 

matters that children from 

towns and cities can 

experience life in the 

countryside.  With your 

help, over 3,000 children 

will come to stay on one of 

our three farms next year.  

We are so grateful for 

your support. 

 

If you would like to make a 

donation in support of our 

work, please fill in your 

details here: 

 

If you are a UK taxpayer, 

you can make your donation 

under the Gift Aid scheme.  

This allows FFCC to claim 

back an extra 28p in tax 

for every £1 you donate.  

If you are a UK taxpayer, 

please complete the 

declaration below: 

 

I am a UK taxpayer and 

would like the charity to 

reclaim Gift Aid on my 

behalf (please tick)        

 

 

I enclose a donation of £………………………made 

payable to Farms for City Children:  

 

Name……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Address:………………………………………………………………………. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

e-mail………………………………………………………………………………  

 

Signature:……………………………………………………………………. 

 

Date………………………………………………………………………………. 
(Information supplied is confidential and is not passed on to 

third parties) 

 

 
‘Grooming’  (©chrischapmanphotography.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return this page to: 
 

Farms for City Children, Nethercott House, Iddesleigh, Winkleigh, 

Devon, EX19 8BG 
 

Registered Charity number 325120 

 

Winter newsletter 2006 
www.farmsforcitychildren.org 

 

The autumn and winter 

months are a busy time on 

all three farms, with school 

visits in full swing.  There 

are stables to muck out, 

apples to crush, newborn 

lambs to feed and 

cowsheds to clean, as the 

animals winter over inside.  

 

We hope this newsletter 

will enthuse you to support 

our work with urban school 

children visiting our three 

farms and experiencing the 

countryside - often for the 

first and most memorable 

time in their lives. 

 

Wick Court piglet 

 

 

 
‘On Angel Wings’ cover illustration by Quentin Blake 

 

We have a very special Christmas card for sale 

this year.  It is Quentin Blake’s wonderful cover 

artwork for ‘On Angel Wings’, a new book written 

by Michael Morpurgo and illustrated by Quentin 

Blake.  For the first time, we are able to offer a 

full-colour card, thanks to generous sponsorship 

from Helpful Holidays. The card is printed using 

sustainable processes and paper.  To get yours 

while stocks last, simply fill in an order form (also 

available on our website). 

 



Fundraising 

We have a new fundraiser, 

Tracy Izod, who is putting 

together a fundraising 

pack, with lots of ideas for 

raising money - from an 

open day in your garden, to 

fetes, and even charity 

expeditions.  So, if there is 

anybody out there who 

would like to climb a 

mountain or open their 

garden on our behalf, 

please contact Tracy on 

01837-811281! 

 

 
‘Feeding cattle at Bridgetown’ 
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A very happy Gloucester Old Spot at Wick Court! 

 

‘On Angel Wings’ 

Christmas concert 
 

Quentin Blake, Joanna Lumley and Michael 

Morpurgo join forces in London at 6.30pm on 

Sunday December 10th for a wonderful, seasonal 

family concert at the Grosvenor Chapel, Mayfair.  

The concert will benefit Farms for City Children 

and the Grosvenor Chapel.  Critically acclaimed 

acappella singers Coope Boyes and Simpson will 

perform seasonal songs.  Signed copies of ‘On 

Angel Wings’ will be available on the evening.  To 

book your tickets call: 020 7907 7063 or visit 

www.lovetheatre.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new things we learnt… 

“Looking at life differently.  How to be a farmer.  How to look after new born 

animals. How to treat animals.  How to be sensible on a farm.  The whole group 

has remembered everything they learnt about the animals.  They really enjoyed 

talking to the farmers they worked with.” 

Pupils from St Bartholomew’s Primary School, London SE26 

(on their visit to Nethercott Farm in Devon) 

 

”Junk Culture ‘is poisoning 
our children’ ” declared the 

front-page headline of the 

Daily Telegraph on 

September 12th – as 

children across the country 

returned to school for the 

beginning of a new year. 

That headline quoted from 

a letter written by 110 

teachers, psychologists, 

writers and other experts 

on childhood. Amongst 

them was Michael 

Morpurgo, who founded 

Farms for City Children 

thirty years ago with his 

wife, Clare.  The letter 

went on to recommend that 

children need real food, 

real play, first-hand 

experience of the world 

they live in and meaningful 

interaction with adults.   

 

Farms for City Children can 

lay claim to all of those 

things, with the significant 

addition of real work, which 

brings out in the children 

an incredible sense of 

purpose and pride. 

 

Alongside it, we offer a unique mix of amazing new 

experiences - from contact with animals, to 

marvelling at the night sky - and a real proximity 

to nature. 

 

Bringing together children and farming is a costly 

business and we have to raise large sums of money 

each year, just to keep going and to keep the cost 

to the children as low as possible.  We are lucky to 

have so many wonderfully committed supporters, 

but we are always seeking out more.  If you know 

someone who you think may be interested in our 

work, please pass this newsletter on when you have 

read it! 

 

Thank you so much.  Thirty years on from when it 

all began at Nethercott Farm, deep in beautiful 

Devon river country, please help us to keep the 

vision of Clare and Michael Morpurgo alive. 

 

Helen Chaloner, Chief Executive 
 

 
Nethercott farmyard (courtesy Apex News & Pictures) 

 

What the teachers say… 

“The children have constantly smiled and many have achieved personal goals and 

overcome their own difficulties.  The whole week has been a joy and what a 

tremendous experience.   Many, many thanks.” 

Team Leader, East Park Junior School, Wolverhampton 

(on their visit to Treginnis Isaf in Wales) 


