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Children watching 
cow and new calf  
by James Ravilious  

As the cow licks her new 

born calf into life, the 

children are all eyes.  They 

were among the first visitors, 

over thirty years ago, to stay 

and work at Nethercott 

House. Since then, the scene 

has been replayed many 

times as thousands of 

children from up and down 

the country get a chance to 

experience such moments of 

magic on one of our three 

farms.  

 

This photograph was taken 

by James Ravilious, an artist 

who devoted his unique 

talent to documenting life in 

this particular corner of 

north Devon.  
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With its message of nativity and its 

encapsulation of the transformative 

nature of the farming experience, we are delighted 

to be able to offer it as one of our charity Christmas 

cards this year. 

By kind permission of Robin Ravilious 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It‟s all in the 

teamwork! 
 

By getting stuck into as 

many jobs as possible during 

their week on our farms, the 

children learn so much 

about where their food 

comes from and about 

animal husbandry and 

welfare.   

 

Children respond very 

directly to the responsibility 

of looking after the livestock: 

from feeding all species on 

the farm, to weighing piglets 

and sheep and checking for 

signs of farrowing and 

lambing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Child‟s illustration from the Wick Court Recipe Book  

 

Together, they help to move the cattle, sheep and 

pigs on the farms; they learn gestation periods, 

technical names and breeds; and they observe foot 

trimming, dagging and ear tagging. 

 

All of this covers a number of school subjects 

including literacy, numeracy, citizenship, history 

and geography, to name but a few! But most of all, 

the children have fun and enjoy the chance to get 

totally involved in a real farm, pulling together as a 

team, problem solving and achieving great results. 

 

At Wick Court this year we are introducing a 

second flock of Lleyn yearlings, to extend the 

lambing period through from February to April.  

This will mean that even more children get to be 

part of lambing while they are on the farm. 



Christmas concerts   

Please join us if you can for three very special  concerts narrated by Michael 

Morpurgo.  On Angel Wings  is Michael‟s warm and humorous re-telling of the 

Christmas story; dramatised and adapted by Simon Reade; accompanied by carols 

from Coope Boyes and Simpson, Fi Fraser, Jo Freya and Georgina Boyes. 

 

Saturday 10th December at Chichester Cathedral,with Juliet Stevenson. 

www.chichestercathedral.org.uk 

 

Tuesday 20th December at Beverley Minster.   

www.adastra-music.co.uk / 01377 217662 

 

Wednesday 21st December at the Olivier, National Theatre as part of the 

Platform performances, with Virginia McKenna. 

Tickets £7.50 (£5 concessions) www.nationaltheatre.org.uk 

 

„Christmas 

cockcrow‟ 
 

This joyful, snowy scene 

was created by children 

from Friar‟s Primary 

School in Southwark, 

while they were at 

Wick Court.   

 

Working with local 

artist Imogen Harvey-

Lewis, the children 

were asked to create an image of farming life for use as one of our 2011 charity 

Christmas cards.  We hope you like the result!

  

We have joined www.my-farm.org.uk, the 

National Trust project giving 10,000 'Farmers' the 

chance to run a real working farm (Wimpole 

Home Farm near Cambridge) via a website.  We 

recommend this site to anyone who wants to learn 

more about where their food comes from! 
 

http://www.adastra-music.co.uk/
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/


“The things we‟ll remember most about our 
visit were...The stars in the sky! The sunset! The 

view;  the animals, all the fields, the mud, the 
sunshine, the plants and playing on the lawn.  

The lovely view, the birds, picking potatoes and 
the quietness.” 

Children from Prior Weston Primary, London 

EC1, on their week at Nethercott 

 

“It is wonderful to see the children blossom, especially those who are not 
academic or sporty.  All of them have shown a different side too, which we do 

not see in school.  After they have left the farm, their self-esteem and their 
ability to work as a team is improved immeasurably and 

this is definitely long-lasting.” 

Teachers from Ruislip Gardens Primary School in Middlesex, 

on their week at Treginnis 
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Leading a pony at Treginnis 

Our thanks to Jackson Stops for 

sponsoring the print of this 

newsletter. 

Proud supporters of Farms for City 

Children –  

exeter@jackson-stops.co.uk 

mailto:admin@farmsforcitychildren.org
mailto:exeter@jackson-stops.co.uk

