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Where My Wellies Take Me 

is very special book - part 

poetry anthology, part 

child's scrapbook – lavishly 

designed and illustrated by 

Olivia Lomenech Gill.  Clare 

and Michael Morpurgo 

explain, in their 

introduction, why they 

wrote the book: 

 

“For Clare and me, some of 

the happiest years of our 

lives were spent growing up 

in the countryside…later on 

– much later on – both of us 

teachers by now, we came up 

with an idea that we hoped 

would enable as many 

children as possible to do 

exactly what we had done: 

to walk up windswept 

hillsides, to stomp through 

snow, squelch through 

muddy gateways, save 

tadpoles from shrinking 

puddles, and watch salmon 

rising in the river.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with friends, we set up a charity and called it 

Farms for City Children.  In the last thirty years 

or more, over 100,000 city children have spent a 

week of their lives on the three farms.  The 

children become farmers for a week – they feed 

the sheep and calves, muck out the horses, dig up 

potatoes.  They wear wellies almost all the time, 

and in among their tasks they have the freedom to 

explore and enjoy the countryside around them, 

just as we did.  Every copy of the book that is sold 

will help support more children to come down to our 

farms.” 

Copies of the book, with printed Michael Morpurgo book 

plate, are for sale by mail order from Farms for City 

Children. 

http://www.farmsforcitychildren.org/


“It is wonderful to see the children blossom, 
especially those who are not academic or 

sporty.  
 

Both of our „Farmers of the week,‟ and both 
„all round superstars‟ fall into this category.  

 
All of them have shown a different side, which 

we do not see in school. 
 

After they have left the farm, their self-
esteem and their ability to work as a team is 
improved immeasurably and this is definitely 

long -lasting.” 
 

Teachers from Ruislip Gardens Primary 

School in Middlesex on their week at 

Treginnis 

One you can try at home 

The children love their home 

cooked food on the farms 

and really enjoy cooking for 

each other, too.  Here is a 

favourite seasonal recipe 

that has been enjoyed by 

thousands of children at 

Nethercott in Devon, using 

apples from our own 

orchards.  It is simple, tasty 

and perfect for using up 

those autumn windfalls: 

 

ANGELA’S APPLE CAKE 

(Makes 1 large tray) 

INGREDIENTS 

½ lb butter or margarine 

6oz dark soft brown sugar 

2oz caster sugar 

3 eggs  

10oz self-raising flour 

2 teaspoons mixed spice or 

cinnamon 

2 large cooking apples, 

peeled and sliced 

Demerara sugar to decorate 

 

METHOD 

Beat butter, caster sugar 

and dark brown sugar until 

light and fluffy.  Add the 

eggs and beat again lightly.  

Fold in the flour and spices.  

Add almost all the apple 

slices and mix again.  Spoon 

into a 8” lined tin and 

smooth over.   

 

Tea is served at Wick Court! 

 

Arrange remaining apple slices on top of mixture 

and finish by sprinkling with a little Demerara 

sugar and dusting with spice.  Cook at 180°C for 

approximately 1 hour or until skewer inserted 

comes out clean.  Enjoy! 

 



Proud supporters of Farms for 

City Children –  

exeter@jackson-stops.co.uk 

“I love the countryside because in the night, you 
can see the stars in the air. 

 
It was fun being a farmer because you get to 

look after the animals. 
 

We got to make our own pizzas and apple juice. 
 

I wish we could come here again, or work here!” 
 

Children from Old Oak Primary School, 

London W12 on their week at Wick Court 

Thank you to all our 

supporters! 

 

Brian Dimmock, gardener at 

Wick Court, and a small 

team of trusty volunteers 

raised £3,500 by cycling 

between our three farms 

this August.  They had some 

terrible weather, 

horrendous hills and a day of 

punctures, but lots of fun 

along the way. 

 

The staff of the Grosvenor 

Group voted us as their 

charity of the year.  They 

raised £16,000 at a Dragon 

Boat Regatta and there was 

much jubilation that the 

winning team was one of 

Grosvenor‟s own. 

 

Strutt & Parker generously 

sponsored a new purpose-

built trailer for the children 

to ride in at Nethercott.  

 

Thanks also to Jackson-

Stops & Staff for once 

again sponsoring the printing 

of this newsletter and for 

volunteering at Nethercott 

in the summer, painting the 

„noisy room‟ alongside 

colleagues from 

Michelmores Solicitors. 

 

 

 

 
Our sweet Christmas card this year is Emma Chichester 

Clark’s goose from The Best of Times by Michael Morpurgo, 

reissued in Michael Morpurgo Christmas Stories (Egmont) and 

available by mail order from Farms for City Children. 

 

 

mailto:exeter@jackson-stops.co.uk
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Help us to update our 

mailing list and you could 

win two tickets to ‘War 

Horse’.  Everyone who 

completes and returns the 

form enclosed with this 

newsletter will be entered 

into a prize draw.   

 

Now in its fifth year in the 

West End, „War Horse‟ is a 

thrilling and spectacular 

production based on the 

celebrated novel by Michael 

Morpurgo, telling the story 

of a young boy whose horse 

is sold to the army as it 

embarks for France to fight 

in the Second World War. 

Fearing for his equine 

friend, the boy enlists, 

hoping to be reunited with 

the foal he raised to be a 

horse.  

 

The National Theatre's 

incredible play is brought to 

life by actors working 

alongside astonishing life-

sized puppets by the 

internationally renowned 

Handspring Puppet Company.  

 

 

 

 

 

A runaway success in London and on Broadway, War 

Horse recently won 5 Tony Awards including Best 

Play and inspired the Oscar-nominated movie 

adaptation, directed by Steven Spielberg. 

 

Described as “the theatre event of the 
decade‟”(Sunday Times), War Horse is an 

experience not to be missed. Make sure you catch 

the original London production at the New London 

Theatre. 

'So exhilarating it makes you rejoice to be 
alive. Its sheer skill and invention are awe-
inspiring'  The Times 
 

T&Cs: Tickets will be valid for Monday-Thursday performances 

until 17th January 2013, excluding 29th October-2nd November 

2012 and 17th December 2012-4th Jan 2013. Tickets are 

subject to availability and must be booked a minimum of 21 days 

in advance. Winners may be asked to select alternative dates. 

There is no cash alternative to the prizes, they are non-

refundable and non-transferable and not for resale. 

mailto:admin@farmsforcitychildren.org

