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The start of the academic year sees us anticipating our busiest year ever at Farms for 

City Children, as we look forward to welcoming an unprecedented 95 schools to 

Nethercott, Treginnis and Wick Court. This means that over 3,250 children, and nearly 

400 teachers, will get to experience a transformative week of Muck and Magic: the highs 

and the occasional lows, the exhilaration and the contented exhaustion of being farmers 

for a week.  

Yet again this is a bumper issues of our newsletter, with news from each farm, feedback 

from schools, thanks to our supporters, and a preview of some of our exciting plans for 

our 40th anniversary year in 2016. We hope you enjoy it! 

Registered Charity Number 325120. 



The View from Head Office 

One of the disadvantages of spending a fair deal of time at Head Office here in Exeter is 
that there really isn’t much of a view!  Needless to say, I take every opportunity to visit 
our farms as often as possible to meet with our teams and visiting schools, and get my 
fix of fresh air, stunning horizons and the to and fro of the farming day.  However, there 
is nothing like a day or two in the office to remind me of the sheer variety of my job. I 
challenge any Chief Exec in the charity sector to enjoy as much variation!  

The 40th Anniversary of course looms very large on my current list of preoccupations, as 
we start to plan in earnest for a year of events and activity. I hope this will both enable 
us to celebrate the remarkable achievements and impact of the last four decades, and 
also bring to the attention of ever more people our work as the pioneers of meaningful, 
hands-on exposure to farming life for generations of urban children.  

There will be local celebrations and activities and national events, but we would like our 
alumni to be at the centre of them all.  Our very first visitors will be celebrating their 50th 
birthdays as we celebrate our 40th, and we would love to hear from as many of them, 
and the generations who came after, as possible.  Amongst many other things we are 
aiming to put together an anniversary publication charting the history of Farms for City 
Children, to include a foreword from Michael and Clare Morpurgo, new photographs of 
the farms, and a whole host of memories from down the years.  

As the end of my first year in post draws to a close I find myself once again thanking the 
lucky stars that brought me to Farms for City Children. There are many challenges ahead, 
not least the maintenance and development work that our ongoing buildings' conditions 
survey is throwing up, and the additional capital fundraising that this will necessitate. 
However, the end of the year and start of the new term only boosts my heartfelt 
conviction of the utterly crucial nature of the work we do, now more than ever.  Amongst 
many other things I am very much looking forward to taking every opportunity the 
coming year brings to get out and about banging the drum about not just our past, but 
our very exciting future making a difference to the lives of urban children across the 
country. 

Dr Tessa Stone, Chief Executive. tessa@farmsforcitychildren.org 



Nethercott House 

As we closed the doors behind our final school of the summer term, Lark Hall Primary 
from Stockwell, London, the Miracle Theatre players were heading our way with their 
pink van filled with stage, scenery and costumes for the garden production of The 
Magnificent Three. The weather held fine and a convivial evening ensued, helping to 
raise much-appreciated funds! 

Now we are back in the swing of another term, with mellow light and days drawing in 
noticeably.  Sunnyhill Primary School are with us right now and we are awaiting eagerly 
the farrowing of our first Devon Black gi  lt, Cocoa. This is a very exciting event for us here 
as we move into a future of 
breeding and enlarging our pig 
unit.  There is still work to be 
done on improving the pig shed 
and hard-standing, but their 
outdoor environment is 
already being well-used and 
their arks are well-established. 
One of the jobs at this time of 
year is to forage for some of 
the abundant wild food that is 
growing all around us…hazel 
nuts, blackberries, sloes, 
spinach, kale, windfall apples 
and acorns. Particularly 
beneficial to the mother-in-
waiting are the dark green 
vegetables from the kitchen 
garden!  

We now have a new gardener 
working with us who has a vision of a space which will provide us with an even greater 
abundance of fruit and vegetables for the table.  Robert started here as a volunteer 
helping to keep the weeds under control and became the obvious choice to lead the 
development of the garden. He has our horticulture apprentice, Matt, to help him and 
to mentor and many ground-breaking plans for the future with raised beds, weed control 
and management and a new polytunnel on the agenda. We hope to continue to 
encourage like-minded volunteers to come and help us just as he did and to make our 
walled garden into an exceptional resource. 

Our silted pond at the bottom of the front field is being dredged and cleared as part of 
a plan to develop the wild flora and fauna there.  Creating a wildflower area close by is 



also our intention in the year to come and we have many wildflower seeds just waiting 
to be sown.   

Sadly, our Farm Manager Lee is moving back to the north-east.  He has thoroughly 
enjoyed his tenure here but would like to return to spend more time with his family. He 
will be missed a great deal by many people and he has made some significant and 
welcome changes.  We are close to finding a replacement as I write this and hope that it 
will herald another exciting phase for us here. More new ideas, new energy and 
enthusiasms. 

Feedback 
We were surprised at how much we learnt without being inside a classroom.                     
Prior Weston, Islington 

Our children lack experiences like these and we can’t thank you enough for providing 
them with such a valuable experience.  
Oasis Academy, Bristol  

 
Nethercott plays a vital role in developing children’s social skills, independence and self-
esteem. Children return with a far greater appreciation of farming, country life and 
where their food comes from.  
St John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth 

                                             



Lower Treginnis 
The summer term ended at Lower Treginnis with a spectacular farm fete that welcomed 
all of the St. David’s community and its visitors. There were birds of prey, ducks herded 
by sheepdogs and a game of goat poo bingo to finish the day off! After a quiet summer 
break the farm has come alive once more with young farmers from all across the country, 
eager to work hard and have a week in Wales that they will always remember. 

The new goats that came to the farm in January have had their kids, eight in total, and 
the children are all enjoying looking after them. Every morning the children lead the 
goats into their paddocks and every evening put them back; some days are easier than 
others! Mervyn, the billy goat, will be reintroduced to the nannies in early November to 
ensure there are more kids after the Easter holidays so that the children can experience 
a live birth as well as bottle feeding the new-borns; truly magical moments! 

Two beautiful Tamworth gilts 
have been introduced to Lower 
Treginnis and are the 
“friendliest pigs in the world!” 
Children have been tickling their 
tummies where they then 
proceed to lie on their backs and 
fall asleep. These pigs are 
registered pedigrees and will be 
bred with a pedigree Tamworth 
boar which will be the start of a 
new breeding group.  

The Friends of Treginnis donated 
some lovely new poultry houses and our chickens are really enjoying their five-star 
accommodation. All the chicks that were hatched in our hatchery and reared by last 
year’s farmers have now reached point of lay and we have been able to group the birds 
accordingly so that we can produce some fantastic hybrid hens. Lower Treginnis is now 
a reputable supplier of poultry in Pembrokeshire and it is wonderful to see the children 
be a part of this process which has provided many more jobs as well as plenty of learning 
opportunities.  

At the end of the summer we planted half an acre of swede. This has proved to be a real 
hit with the children and is providing a lot of work already. Children are furiously weeding 
and understand first-hand the hard work that goes into growing food organically when 
you cannot use sprays to suppress weeds. When they are ready to harvest the young 
farmers will be cutting, washing, bagging, preparing, eating and selling all of the swede; 
phew! This will be a real eye opener to the world of food production. 



Our garden is also being very productive with bountiful amounts of leeks, onions, 
parsnips and beetroots being harvested by the children. We are also very excited to 
introduce a Lower Treginnis Shepherd’s Pie where all the ingredients, including the lamb, 
are being sourced from no more than 100 metres from the kitchen. You can’t get more 
locally sourced than that! The children really appreciate the food and have a real 
understanding of seasonality. 

The children are also enjoying the breath-taking scenery that surrounds Lower Treginnis 
and are all in awe of its natural beauty and the wildlife that inhabit it. The roar of the sea 
is a new experience for some children and 
the sight of a seal or porpoise popping out 
of the water never gets boring. It is these 
simple pleasures that will be etched in the 
memories of children forever (we know 
this for fact!). 

The winter is unforgiving at Lower 
Treginnis but that doesn’t get in the way 
of the visiting farmers. “Nothing a 
shower, an open fire and some hot 
chocolate won’t fix!” 

                                                          Feedback 
Children 24 years after coming to the farm still remember the experience and are 
sending their children. These experiences last a lifetime. 
Westlea, Swindon 

It’s much quieter and more relaxing. We loved seeing the birds and the air is really fresh. 

We loved sharing a room with our friends and getting to know people we didn’t know so 
well at school. 

Aims were achieved and exceeded this week. We are so impressed with all the new 
changes and ideas for the future which have extended the Treginnis experience. 
Lakeside, Cardiff 

                               Thank you 
Montague Thompson Coon Charitable Trust – After winding down the Trust after many 
successful years, we were the very lucky beneficiaries of a very generous grant. Thanks 
to this generosity Lower Treginnis has now refurbished some of its old bathrooms, the 
classroom is about to be refurbished, and very many children’s farm stays with us have 
been subsidised right up until 2019. 



Wick Court 

September has so far brought us real back-to-school weather, i.e. considerably better 
than during August.  The children have got stuck in harvesting tomatoes, peppers and 
courgettes, and digging potatoes, carrots and beetroot. Fruit picking is always popular – 
raspberries, blackberries and the last of the strawberries - some of which have even 
made it as far as the kitchen.  The earliest apples have been gathered up and the first 
juice of the season has been pressed – and enjoyed for breakfast and around the camp 
fire on our Woodland afternoon.  

The rams have spent most of August in with the first group of ewes, these are now 
sporting various coloured raddle markings so the boys have clearly been doing their job.  
If all goes to plan the first lambs should arrive in time for the schools arriving in the New 
Year. 

The wool from our flock of coloured Ryelands, sheared in May, has been sent down to 
the woollen mill in Cornwall and the washed and carded fleece and knitting wool should 
be delivered back any day.  The children really love having these end products for their 
craft activities and our amazing team of local knitters have also been busy over the 
summer and we have a whole new flock of knitted Ryelands to sell at our Gift Shop.  You 
can’t get produce any more local than that! 

Another local volunteer has been busy over the summer harvesting seeds from our 
flower gardens and has produced an amazing 1000 packets of seeds to sell.  The children 
from Baguley Hall Primary school near Manchester helped us run our annual stall at the 
Frampton Country Fair.  Having walked them the 3.5 miles there (in record time) they 



still had the energy to enjoy the show and sell over £400 worth of farm produce – seeds, 
juice, onions, honey and jam.  We also sold copies of the new poetry book written by our 
gardener Brian Dimmock and illustrated by children visiting Wick Court.  We are holding 
an official launch of this lovely book in October with an afternoon of poetry, stories, tea 
and cakes.  

And during August a large digger has been busy in the 
field adjacent to the river – three new, sizeable ponds 
have been created by the Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust and a wide area of the field margin fenced off.  
Wildflower seed is being sown this week followed by 
some fruit trees to encourage birds. The area will 
provide a circular bird-watching route for the 
children and we are now raising money to build two 
hides where they can watch birds on and around the 
ponds and across on the sands of the River Severn.  
We hope to have a joint open afternoon next summer 
to allow visitors to see this fantastic new wildlife area 
once it has become established. Hopefully by then we 
shall have added to the list of over 60 different 
species already sighted on the farm.   

Feedback 

A 9 year old carer expressed that it was a break from her role as a young carer at home. 

It was quiet, peaceful, not woken up by cars, no busy roads and no electronics – helps 
people to realise there’s more to the world than a screen. 
Ashmead, Aylesbury 

What was surprising was the trust they gave us with the animals, feeding 
them knowing it’s our responsibility. 

Surrey Square, Walworth  



Clare Morpurgo shortlisted for a Lifetime Achievement 
Award 

The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom Awards recognise 
individuals who have made a significant impact on the lives of children 
and young people through their commitment to providing and/or 
championing exciting and inspiring learning outside the classroom 
opportunities.  We are more than delighted that our co-Founder, Clare 
Morpurgo, has been recognised for her visionary work in establishing Farms for City 
Children, in running it for over 25 years, and for the constant support and inspiration she 
still provides as a Trustee today, nearly 40 years later.  

The winner is decided by public vote, and voting closes on 13th November 2015.  So, 

please go to www.farmsforcitychildren.org to vote for Clare, and encourage all 

your friends and family to do the same. 

The winner will be announced at the LOtC Awards dinner on 26th November – keep your 
fingers crossed! 

http://www.farmsforcitychildren.org/


Thank you 
Helpful Holidays - We are delighted to have be chosen as 
their Charity of the Year and they have already raised nearly 

£11,000 for us. A brilliant day was had by all at Chagford Cricket ground in June where 
Moray Bowater led his Helpful Holidays team to a last ball victory against our Vice 
President Michael Caines’ team from Gidleigh Park in their annual charity match.  

Worshipful Company of Leathersellers – With the backing of two of our 
supporters who are Liverymen we were chosen to benefit from £40,000 of 
funding over the next four years to subsidise the stays on our farms for 
children from London. With over 1,500 children booked in from London 

each year this is a huge help.  

Penny for London – The Mayor’s Fund for London launched this new 
initiative to “buy outcomes for young Londoners” and we were only too 
happy to become one of the lucky recipients of a grant to enable more 
London children to stay with us on our farms.  

Cubitt House – We welcomed a very exciting 
new partnership with this independent 

London business who have a fine collection of public houses. 
We got the year off to a flying start with the amazing Elizabeth 
Street Party in June. This huge event organised by the brilliant 
Cubitt team was a massive success and attended by thousands 
of partygoers, raising a staggering £26,293. 

CLA Charitable Trust – We are grateful that the Country Landowners 
Association Charitable Trust has once again pledged its ongoing annual 
support for our work with children, many of whom are disadvantaged in 

some way. We feel, as they do, that all too often children don’t get the chance to escape 
their urban lives to learn about the countryside and live alongside those who work to 
produce our food and earn a living from it.  

John James Bristol Foundation - We welcomed some new supporters this 
year for some of the children staying with us from Bristol. Being one of the 
more difficult areas to find funders for, the John James Bristol Foundation’s 
grant was a very welcome addition to the funds needed.   

NFU Mutual Charitable Trust – After funding many capital farm projects for 
us in the past we would like to thank NFUM for agreeing to support some of 
the children coming to stay on the farms this year.   

 

 



Capstone Foster Care - We were very happy to have been chosen by 
Capstone Foster Care for support this year. Donations from new 
supporters are always very welcome and we hope to work with them 
again in the future. 

Piper’s Farm – Piper’s Farm have been supporting us throughout the 
year, donating money funded from their ‘Through the Hedgerow’ farm 
tours, supporting our events and spreading the word about our Charity 
through their website.  

Magdalen Chapter – we would like to say an enormous thank you to The 
Magdalen Chapter for supporting us this year, they have spent the year 
championing mud runs, baking hundreds of pink wellies, holding spa 
weekends and letting us use their beautiful Potting Shed for team 
meetings.  

Muddy Puddles – We are particularly delighted to announce our new 
partnership with Muddy Puddles, who over the coming year are 
incredibly generously donating enough of their top notch waterproofs to 

kit out all the children who come and stay on our farms. We have been looking for some 
time to save parents the expense of buying their children waterproofs, and to provide 
something tough enough to withstand the rigours of a week on the farm, and which is 
guaranteed to keep them warm and dry.  This is a huge ask, as each farm needs 150 full 
sets to provide the range of sizes needed and allow for sets to be washed between 
schools, and represents a whopping £19,000 worth of goods in kind!  



Really Useful Group Charities Department have pledged to support 
Farms for City Children on an alternate year basis.  

AGA & Cooker projects – Huge thanks to all those donors and trusts who gave so 
generously as a syndicate so that Nethercott and Wick Court could get new cooking 
facilities ready for the start of the new season in September. Both kitchens will now have 
lovely shiny AGAs' to cook their thousands of home-made meals on for those who stay 
with us for many years to come 

Dowland Country Show – We were very lucky to be chosen as charity of the show this 
summer and had a wonderful time. The weather was glorious and we met many old and 
new supporters, even two teenagers wearing their FfCC t-shirts who stayed with us years 
ago. They could still recount tails of ‘muck and magic’ and it was a pleasure to see them 
again. The Dowland committee decided to donate a very generous sum of £3000 to our 

charity, subsidising a week on one of the farms for a 
Plymouth school. 

Fairford Church -have chosen us as charity of the month in 
September and are also featuring us in the Parish Magazine.  

Gifts in Kind – Thank you to all businesses who have donated 
gifts in kind for us this year, we are enormously grateful for 
the support you have given us. From vegetable seeds and 
wheelbarrows to plastic shovels and shelving! 

Volunteers 

Thank you to everyone who volunteers for our charity. Whether through fundraising, 
gardening on the farms, helping at events or during volunteer week, we are incredibly 
grateful for your valuable support. You keep the farms looking their best for the children 
and are a vital part of ensuring each child has a brilliant week of ‘muck and magic.’  

Catherine’s longed for dream of having the pond restored at Nethercott House is finally 
coming to fruition as volunteers from Interserve have started work to rejuvenate their 
lovely old pond under their charity ‘Give a Day’ scheme. Once reinstated it will enable 
the staff and children to do pond dipping sessions and will soon start to attract new 
wildlife to its waters. 

Events 

On Angel Wings – Join us on December 8th at St John’s 
Smith Square for a retelling of the Christmas story by 
Michael Morpurgo with carols sung by a cappella group 
‘Voices at the Door’. Tickets available from 
www.sjss.org.uk 



Our shop 

Christmas Card 

This year our lovely Christmas 
card was kindly donated by 
Illustrator Arthur Robins.  This 
image can also be seen in our new 
calendar. 

Sold in packs of 10 15cm x 10cm 
cards with envelopes 

£5 per pack 

 

  

Double Oven Gloves 

White 100% cotton double oven 
gloves printed with illustrations 
depicting farm life by Quentin Blake. 

Matching our new-look tea towels, these beautifully illustrated oven gloves will add 
farmyard cheer to your kitchen. 

£10 

Muck & Magic Tea Towels  

Our wonderful new full colour tea towels made 
from 100% cotton featuring Quentin Blake's Muck 
& Magic image. 

£5 

 

Burgundy Print Tea Towel  

White 100% cotton tea towel printed with 

illustrations depicting farm life by Quentin Blake.  

£3  

 



Dome Umbrella 

The PVC Dome is a timeless style of umbrella. It has a clear see 

through canopy that forms a shield over the face and four panels 

printed with the Farms for City Children logo. 

£15  

Stocking fillers 

Lip Balm (sold individually) 

Farms for City Children Lip Balms come in 10g tins and 3 different 
scents - French Vanilla, Lemon and Blueberry. 
(Contain Sweet Almond Oil, Cocoa & Shea Nut Butters) 
 
£2 each, or £5 for three 
 

Seed Sticks (sold individually) 
Seed sticks are an innovative, easy and fun way to plant and 
grow seeds. The uniquely designed tab secures and protects the 
seeds to ensure they are in contact with the growing medium 
when planted. Each pack contains Mixed Herbs.  

£1.50 

Fridge Magnets (sold individually) 

Made from recycled plastic featuring the FFCC Goose Girl. 

£1 

Magnetic Bookmark (sold individually) 

We are pleased to offer a new addition to our range with these 
very handy magnetic bookmarks complete with some of 
Quentin Blake's wonderful designs.   

80p 

Teddy Bear 

Our teddy bear is the perfect stocking filler. With a Farms for City 
Children t-shirt, this soft cuddly toy will be a great companion to 
any young farmer. Height 7in. 

£3.50 



Exclusive Charity Calendar 

A delightful collaboration by some wonderful children’s 

illustrators including Sir Quentin Blake, Tony Ross and 

Anthony Browne, who have all donated their artwork 

for free. 

£7 

 

 

Assorted Notelets (pack of 10) 

Various designs unique to FFCC 

depicting experiences on the farms, 

blank inside.  

£4 per pack 

 

Wick Court Wool 

The wool from Wick Court’s wonderful Ryelands has been sent to a 

Woollen Mill in Cornwall and now our very own double knitting wool is 

available to buy. 

£2.50 per 25g ball 

 

We have also teamed up with Joules, who have 

designed a lovely new range of children’s clothing, using 

our Vice President Sir Quentin Blake’s illustrations. To 

view these, or any of our other products, please visit our 

website. 

If you would like to get in contact with us, please contact Connie on: 

Email: connie@farmsforcitychildren.org Tel: 01392 276381 Post: Connie Thomas, Farms 

for City Children, Exeter Community Centre, 17 St David’s Hill, Exeter, EX4 3RG 



Order Form 

Please return this order form along with a cheque payable to Farms for City Children Enterprises 
Ltd. (We ask that payment for goods is made separately to any donations.)  

Farms for City Children, 17 St David’s Hill, Exeter Community Centre, Exeter, EX4 3RG, 
Tel: 01392-276381 

Product Quantity Subtotals 

Christmas cards (10 pack)  £ 

Double Oven Gloves  £ 

Muck & Magic Tea Towels  £ 

Burgundy Print Tea towels  £ 

Umbrellas  £ 

Calendar  £ 

Lip Balm  £ 

Seed Sticks  £ 

Fridge Magnets  £ 

Magnetic Bookmarks  £ 

Assorted Notelets (10 pack)  £ 

Wick Court Wool Ball  £ 

Teddy Bear  £ 

 
Postage & 

Packing 
£3.50 

 TOTAL £ 

Name  

 
Address 

 
 

Postcode 

 

 

 

Contact 
Number/email 

 


