
 
Dear Friends of Wick Court 
 
A belated Happy New Year – a very special one for Farms for City Children as we celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the first group of children arriving at Nethercott – the first farm. Wick Court 
is of course still the newest farm, but we celebrate 18 years of school groups next week, and 
in total FFCC has welcomed almost 90,000 children to spend a week living and working on a 
farm since 1976. 
 
Our fourth school of 2016 is in residence and the children are being kept very busy as most of 
the animals are still inside.  The first flock of ewes have lambed so there are plenty of jobs 
caring for mothers and offspring.  On warmer days the children are herding the earliest lambers 
out into the fields during the day and back again in the evening, always entertaining and a great 
chance to demonstrate that working as a team really does make life easier. 
                                         

 
Last weekend  a large group of people joined us for the annual Wassail of the orchards  - a 
ceremony involving cider, toast, singing, a shotgun and circling the chosen tree 3 times – this 
is to drive away evil spirits, encourage the birds and feed the tree to ensure a good season the 
following autumn.  We think this was our 18th Wassail –  thanks to all of you who came along 
and to the wonderful Lassington Oak Morris who provided music, dancing and their ever-
popular Mummers’ Play all accompanied by mulled Wick Court cider and our homemade, 
homegrown soup. 
 



                              
Orchard Volunteer Day 
And now we’re looking ahead to the new year and to help conserve our very special orchards 
with unique Wick Court varieties, we’re delighted to have fruit tree expert Martin Hayes 
helping with the management.  Thanks to support from the Gloucestershire Orchard Group he 
will be at Wick Court on Saturday 13th February to demonstrate pruning of traditional trees and 
lead a volunteer workparty.  All are very welcome, we shall be meeting from 10am – 3pm and 
drinks and lunch will be provided.  Please bring any hand tools you may have and come dressed 
for wet ground and possible wet weather.  Our orchards will really benefit from this TLC and 
you could learn some useful skills, plus a chance to get some fresh air and healthy exercise in 
beautiful surroundings.  If you are interested in coming along please just send a quick email or 
phone call so we can be sure to have enough food ready. 
 
Dates for your diary:- 
Thursday 9th June 7pm   The Handlebards will be cycling back with their amazing and totally 
unique outdoor Shakespeare performance, this year we are hosting “Much Ado about 
Nothing” and of course the Wick Court bar and refreshments will be on offer and our visiting 
children will be on hand to carry your chairs and rugs and show you to the orchard venue. 
 
Sunday 3rd July   10am   Rare Breeds Open Morning and Farm Market a chance to meet our local, 
native breeds, take a tour of our new Wildlife Walk and of course stock up on Wick Court farm 
and garden produce and enjoy some delicious refreshments from the Wick Court kitchen. A 
different group of children will be on hand to show you around. 
 
We hope to see you at one or all of the above events and, as ever, wish to thank you for your 
continued support! 
 
Heather 
heather@farmsforcitychildren.org 
01452 741023 
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