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Dear FFCC friends,

As I write this at the end of the summer term and look back over the year, I’m struck by two things: how quickly the time has flown 

(I sometimes wonder if FFCC is in a special time vortex…); and just how much has happened in the past academic year.  I’m also 

struck by the fact that much of the frenzied activity has related to processes and infrastructure, and, while it’s all crucial stuff, it 

generally does not make interesting newsletter reading at all!  

Luckily one of the great joys of being Chief Exec of FFCC is being able to have a finger in every pie, and to intersperse the ‘important 

but dull or tricky’ things with the unadulterated fun and inspiration of spending time on the farms with our visitors and staff, 

liaising with supporters, and taking every opportunity to tell whoever will listen about the value, and importance, of our work. 

No update from me would be complete without a mention of fundraising, of course (we’re still on the lookout for two tractors 

– anyone??), and I’m particularly delighted in this newsletter to be able to introduce our new Development Director, Charlie 

McCallum, who will lead an expanded fundraising team.  I would like to extend our very grateful thanks to the Esmée

Fairbairn Foundation for providing three years’ worth of funding for this post. There are very few trusts or foundations who fund 

core salary costs in this way, and we are extremely lucky to have not just their generous financial support but also their thoughtful 

strategic engagement.  Huge thanks to them and to everyone who, in whatever way, helps us to make a difference. 

With best wishes,

 
Tessa

Tessa Stone, Chief Executive of FFCC, with Justin Albert, the National Trust Director of Wales,

at the Friends of Treginnis Summer Fête.

Hello.
I have now been at Farms for City Children for five weeks, and 

they’ve been packed!  I’ve visited all three farms; spent the 

day on two of them with children from schools in Plymouth 

and Grimsby; and stepped in as MC at one of our summer 

fêtes – top activities: ferret racing and goat poo bingo!  I’ve 

presented to the trustees and was spellbound by Michael 

Morpurgo’s extraordinary performance of ‘War Horse – 

Only Remembered’at Nethercott House, part of our 40th 

anniversary celebrations.  Back in the office, I’m reviewing 

numerous operational areas and I’m starting to formulate my 

ideas for our fundraising strategy.  It’s been great!

The most amazing bit has been joining the children for their 

sessions on the farms.  A particular highlight was showing 

a young lad from an estate in Grimsby how to dig up new 

potatoes.  As he got the hang of it and began to reveal the 

hidden little golden nuggets from the earth by himself,

a visible change came over him.  The tense, withdrawn and

non-communicative little boy I first encountered began to 

relax, smile and interact more naturally with me and his class 

mates.  The dull and guarded look in his eyes melted away and 

they began to shine with wonder, joy and delight in his work. 

As I don’t know very many of you yet, a little bit by way of 

introduction.  I’ve been fundraising for universities and arts 

organisations since 1996, starting with international arts 

festivals in London, then the Victoria & Albert Museum and, 

most recently, the University of Exeter.  I’m very excited to be 

joining the team at a pivotal moment in FFCC’s history and 

working with all of our supporters to consolidate and build on 

Michael and Clare’s pioneering work to ensure a further

40 years of incredible opportunities for our cities'children.  

I do hope you will continue to support our work -  you can find 

out how on page 13 - and I look forward to meeting you at 

some point.

Charlie
                                                                                                                               Charlie McCallum, FFCC Development Director.

P.S. By the time you are reading this, a new school year will have begun and our farms will be bustling again with 

excited primary school children exploring new experiences of life on a farm.  Meanwhile, the following pages will give 

you a snap-shot of just some of the activity on the farms over the summer term.  

Lower Treginnis - page 3

Wick Court - page 5

Nethercott House - page 9

Charlie McCallum, FFCC Development Director, 
immersing himself in the activities at the
Friends of Treginnis Summer Fête
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Spring sprung and with it came plenty of new goat kids, piglets and a fantastic lambing 

season for Rob and Eleri Davies, our farming partners.  As well as two new Saanen kids 

for milking, our meat goats produced eight kids and we were able to try goat curry, 

which went down surprisingly well with the schools.  We would really like to expand 

the herd over the years and develop the enterprise: goats are by far the most popular 

livestock with the children and provide them with lots of work.  

In the garden, the second poly-tunnel has now been reskinned and landscaped and is 

full of growing veg.  It has already proved to be a really good learning area, as well as 

providing lots of produce for the kitchen. The old barn has been demolished and we 

have recycled some of the wood to build a large composting area in the garden. 

This is a great asset and something the children can get really stuck into – the more 

physical and purposeful jobs we have for them, the better! 

On which note, we planted a quarter-acre of potatoes, a half-acre of swede and 450 pumpkins.  These will be ready to harvest in 

the autumn term and provide a lot of work for the children.  The crops will feed the children and will also be sold commercially to 

provide an additional income stream for the farm.  We’re hoping for a bumper harvest of pumpkins ready for our “Pumpkin Patch 

Day” on Saturday 29th October when we hope lots of you will join us for pumpkin carving and Hallowe’en fun!

Plans for our orchard are progressing.  The first trees have been planted in the walled garden and the Bumble Bee Trust is funding 

plants and flowers that bees would enjoy, to ensure the pollination of fruit trees.  In the future, we are looking to landscape the 

walled garden and courtyard, and are working with the Friends of Treginnis to source local sponsorship. 

The inside of Treginnis matters too.  Our new kitchen/classroom is finished and looks fantastic, with a new door and a lovely wooden 

floor.  The plan is for this to be a multi-functional space that staff and children can use throughout the week.  Meanwhile, we have 

been awarded a substantial grant from The Linbury Trust that will pay for essential restoration work.  This will restore the fabric of 

the building to ‘day one’ condition and ensure a bright, warm and inviting home for all our visiting children.

For the first time this year, we participated in Open Farm Sunday and were delighted to host around 500 visitors, many of whom had 

never been to a farm before or were visiting Treginnis for the first time.  Later in the summer, Michael Morpurgo was interviewed at 

Treginnis for a feature in the Autumn edition of National Trust Magazine, now available online at shop.nationaltrust.org.uk - search 

for "autumn magazine".

All in all, it was a very busy summer term with a brilliant run of schools, old and new. One school from Port Talbot resumed their 

visits after seeing us on BBC’s ‘Countryfile’.  I had never seen so many children from one school so nervous around the animals but, 

by the end of the week, it was as if they had been brought up on a farm – fantastic!

Friends of Treginnis Fête

Swooping falcons, waddling ducks, choirs and brass bands.  It can only be the Friends 

of Treginnis Summer Fête.  Every year the St. David’s peninsula awaits the annual 

summer extravaganza.  Locals and holiday-makers alike make their way down to enjoy 

a day of entertainment, cake and a cheeky glass of Pimms.  This year was particularly 

special as it was the 25th anniversary of the Friends of Treginnis and the 40th 

anniversary of Farms for City Children.  Together, we raise funds to help thousands of 

children visit Lower Treginnis to experience a week of muck & magic. 

Over 1,000 visitors were spoilt for choice by a variety of entertainments.  Pembrokeshire 

Falconry’s stunning display thrilled children with an owl that swooped just inches 

from their faces.  Mr Davies’ ducks were expertly rounded up by Spot the dog, whilst all 

the other dogs competed in the dog show – the waggiest tail was a particularly tough 

round!  The Goodwick Brass Band, Pembrokeshire Ukulele Pirates and the Glynneath 

Choir provided the music and added to the festive atmosphere. 

What is always so fantastic about the Fête is how much the whole of the St. David’s 

community supports it.  The Penknife Club organise the beer and burgers, the WI bake, 

Paul Sage and his team organise the Pimms Tent, not to mention the Army, the National 

Trust, the National Parks, Fire Brigade . . .  The list just goes on and on! 

A total of £8,500 was raised, which is a staggering amount!  This money will go a long 

way in supporting schools to come to the farm and, whilst the children visit us for a 

week, the benefits of that week will last a lifetime.

Lower Treginnis
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Making pizza.                                                               Michael Morpurgo visits.                                                          Inside the poly-tunnel.

Images (clockwise from top): Treginnis Fête – panorama, herding runner ducks, the 
Pimms Tent team; a coastal walk; leading the donkey; children from Tiverton Primary 
School, Haringey, London, at Whitesands Bay.



Wick Court

Everything starts with the Farm and Garden at Wick, and we’re particularly 

pleased not only to be providing nearly all our own meat to the kitchen, but also 

to be developing a thriving local business.  All the early lambs were sold; all four 

pedigree pigs are now breeding, so we were even able to sell off surplus stock; 

and we sold our first honey at the Open Morning in July, harvested from our one 

very strong colony of bees.  

Not everything we do is to produce food, of course, and looking after our horses 

gives the children a chance to handle large animals, and to muck out! 

The grooming kits donated by Debbie Millard have enabled us to introduce this 

as a new regular job – the children and horses love it.  

It was all change in the garden at the end of July as our wonderful long-standing 

gardener, Brian Dimmock, retired.  He has done amazing work over the years 

and transformed our garden along with his merry band of regular volunteers.  

We had a very jolly Garden Party to say goodbye and thank you to him … 

and hello and welcome to Tim George, who has taken his place.  As well as 

building on Brian’s legacy in the fruit and vegetable garden, Tim is very excited 

to be planning the first stage of the house garden, made possible by generous 

funding from Merula Frankel.  We hosted a second fruit tree pruning workshop 

in May, and a grant from the Summerfield Charitable Trust provided funding for 

equipment and tree labels – we have found a supplier of

child-friendly ones.  

Our favourite Shakespearian troupe, The Handlebards, returned to Wick 

Court in June, cycling into the farmyard with all the costumes, props and 

set for their production of Much Ado About Nothing.  We were blessed with 

beautiful weather, and the children from Friars Primary School helped us 

welcome the audience, carrying their chairs and picnics and showing them 

to the Home Orchard to enjoy a mad evening of bicycle-powered, slapstick 

theatre.  

In July we held a Rare Breeds Open Morning and Farm Market with children 

from Merton Abbey Primary School as the resident hosts.  Crowds turned 

out to enjoy tours from the children, a Wick Court breakfast, meeting our 

livestock, the pig weigh-in and buying produce – meat, eggs, wool, honey, 

fruit, veg and plants to take home.  The day was such a success that we are 

considering a regular ‘pop-up’ farm shop.

Our Roundhouse
For the past 18 months, every week at Wick Court has ended with an 

afternoon of “Woodland Activities”.  There are seasonal rural crafts, 

and we build dens and light the campfire around which Bill Church our 

birdwatcher-cum-storyteller tells his own unique tales. This has all taken 

place inside a makeshift roundhouse we built years ago.  With wattle and 

daub walls but no roof, many stories were improved – or otherwise – by 

the weather.  

However, thanks to a grant from Tesco’s “Bags of Help” scheme – and all the shoppers in Gloucestershire who voted 

for us –this summer has seen the creation of a beautiful, new roundhouse led by the amazing Adrian Leaman from 

Wholewoods.  The larch structure has been hand-built by Adrian and an international team of volunteers who spent 

three weeks stripping bark, calculating angles, chiselling joints and creating the stunning reciprocal roof structure.  

A membrane roof will cover the completed framework, designed to leave an aperture wide enough for Bill to identify 

passing birds or for stories to be told under the stars.  Completing the walls with cordwood set in cob is the final part of 

the project, which we will be doing with the children over the autumn months.

We shall be left with a beautiful building – an outdoor, covered space, big enough to house 36 children and their teachers 

and flexible enough to allow other groups, such as our local primary school, to come and use this part of the farm.

Wick Court

Bill Church 

regaling children 

with tales in 

the makeshift, 

roofless 

roundhouse.
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Forking up the silage.

Gloucester Old Spot weaners.

Help with planting out!

The Handlebards.

Brian Dimmock at the Open Morning.

Construction of the new roundhouse,
August 2016.
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Nethercott House
Lots has been happening on the farm, with some of our livestock 

enjoying new facilities.  The Large Black pigs are very much relishing

life in their new pig palace, which allows children to watch them 

farrowing without disturbing the animals.

 

The poultry have settled in well to their new fields and particularly 

appreciate being more protected from fox attacks.  Meanwhile, our

new Devon Closewool ewes are thriving so much that they won 3rd

and 4th place at the local district Okehampton Show

– congratulations Mike!  

    

From right to left: Mike Tweddell, Lizzie Spencer and Freya Tweddell

with Nethercott's prize-winning Devon Closewool sheep.

The school year ended with a wonderful weekend of celebrations 

to mark the 40th Anniversary of Farms for City Children.  Michael 

Morpurgo gave a very special live performance of “War Horse – Only 

Remembered”, accompanied by singer and musician, Ben Murray.  A 

truly memorable occasion, beautifully described by Joy Palmer, the 

very first teacher who visited Nethercott, in her review opposite.

‘WAR HORSE – ONLY REMEMBERED’

In January 1976, I had the pleasure and privilege of leading the 

first ever school visit to Nethercott House and of witnessing the 

fundamental changes in thinking and outlook experienced by 

these young visitors from the city as they went about their tasks 

as ‘farmers’ in the magical new world of countryside and rural life.  

Subsequent visits reinforced my deep belief in Michael, Clare and 

Nethercott as agents of profound influence. 

I never dreamed that 40 years later I would once again be sharing 

the ‘Nethercott magic’ albeit in a very different form. 

Despite the global fame of War Horse, surely there could be no better setting for a portrayal of this deeply moving story 

than in the Devonshire countryside that inspired it.  On 15th July 2016, over two hundred people mingled in the grounds of 

Nethercott House enjoying the shades of evening light illuminating the landscape that was ‘Joey’s’ home.  Then, they united 

as audience in a concert marquee to listen to Michael Morpurgo reading his story, partnered by songman Ben Murray from the 

West End production.  War Horse had returned to its birthplace in music and in words.

Michael and Ben captivated their audience from the first moment of an extraordinary emotional journey.  The genius of the 

story teller entwined with the atmosphere of the music dovetailed into an immensely powerful rendering of Joey’s story, 

characterised as it is by moments of love, despair, horror, faith and joy.

With a remarkable command of accents, ranging from Oxford English to German, French, Welsh and Devonshire, Michael 

delivered a telling of his work that can only be described as a masterpiece of theatre.  Such compelling talent combined with 

Ben’s sensitive and accomplished contribution of songs and music resulted in a performance of immense emotional depth.

I am in no doubt that the final climactic rendering of ‘only remembered for what we have done’ moved the hearts of all who 

were fortunate enough to experience this evening of Nethercott magic.

Professor Joy Cooper (Palmer), Leader of Nethercott visits from Chivenor School, Birmingham, 1976-1981

Our Summer Country Fair saw friends old and new descend 

on Nethercott in the blazing sunshine.  They enjoyed a 

host of activities, including archery, ferret racing and pole 

jousting, explored the house and farm, admired the visiting 

heavy horses in full regalia, browsed the craft stalls and were 

entertained with shanty songs by Mariners Away and dancing 

from the Cogs and Wheels Ladies Morris Dancers.

As soon as the festivities were over, the builders and plumbers 

moved in and started work reconfiguring the bathrooms to 

create additional ones and improve the existing ones.  This 

will make a huge difference to the children and their teachers, 

especially during the winter months, and we are very grateful 

to a number of donors for their support for this project.  

Meanwhile, plans to convert part of the Old Stables into a 

food preparation room are gathering pace.  We received a 

grant from the Trusthouse Charitable Foundation to fund 

this and we are now going through the planning process to 

gain permission before we go ahead with the actual work.  

This exciting new facility will enable us to involve children in 

a very practical way in learning about how food for humans 

and animals is produced.  They will make butter, yoghurt 

and cheese from the dairy herd’s milk; grind grain to make 

flour for bread-making; and prepare ingredients for jam and 

chutney making for the house and animal fodder for the farm.

Nethercott House

Liquorice, one of our Large Black pigs, suckling her piglets.

Getting close to a Gold Brahma – “I can feel its heart beat!"

9 (clockwise from left): heavy horses, trailer rides, outdoor refreshments, farrier at work, musician, glorious weather, archery. 10

The Summer Country Fair in Pictures



Thank you to . . . 
We are extremely grateful to all our donors and the many supporters who spend considerable time and effort helping Farms for City 
Children through both fundraising and volunteering activities.  Without this invaluable help we simply would not be able to continue 
providing city children with the opportunity to stay at our farms.  Here are some recent highlights.

Land’s End to John O’Groats bicycle ride 

Dr Peter Spargo, Wick Court’s local GP, had always wanted to cycle
the 874 miles from Land’s End to John O’Groats so he decided to take 
on this epic challenge and raise funds for Wick Court at the same time.  
In May, he completed this incredible ride and, thanks to his wonderful 
supporters, Peter has raised well over £5,000 for Wick Court. 
      
                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                            Dr Peter Spargo at the finish of his bicycle ride, May 2016.

Interserve volunteers renovate pond at Nethercott House

Staff from Interserve Construction returned to Nethercott in June.  As part of 
Interserve’s ‘Give A Day’ programme, 23 volunteers cleared the stagnant and 
overgrown pond in front of the house.  They uncovered the freshwater spring,
created a path around the pond and installed benches and a wooden jetty.  The 
materials and machine hire for the work were paid for by a donation from the firm, 
through the Interserve Employee Foundation.  The pond and surrounding area has 
been completely transformed.  Now, when children visit Nethercott they are able to 
enjoy picnics and nature sessions such as pond dipping and bird watching.

Catherine Knight and Stuart Coles with staff from Interserve on the brand new jetty at Nethercott House, June 2016.

Devon coast-to-coast bicycle ride

This summer 34 enthusiastic riders, aged from 11 
to 60+, cycled 70 miles across Devon from Exmouth 
seafront in the south to Instow on the north Devon 
coast.  The scenic route took in the Exe Estuary and 
Tarka trails, and the cyclists stopped en route for a 
buffet lunch at Nethercott House.  

Together, they raised £2,800, which has enabled
us to buy and fit a new wood-burning stove in
Nethercott’s much used ‘quiet room’ where the 
children cosy around the fireside on winter evenings.  A big thank you to Andy Healey from Elsevier in Exeter, who organised the bike 
ride, everyone who completed the journey and all those who supported them.  We hear that plans are already afoot for a similar 
adventure next year so, if you are up for joining the ride in 2017, do let us know!

                                                                                       
                                                                                      Great Wall of China walk

Forthcoming events
Michael Morpurgo will be appearing at a number of events on behalf of 

Farms for City Children in the run up to Christmas.

Didn’t We Have a Lovely Time!
Saturday 29th October, 11:00 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter, Devon

As part of Exeter’s Exetreme Imagination Festival of writing and 

stories, Michael will be celebrating our 40th anniversary by talking 

about his work, including his latest book, Didn’t We Have a Lovely Time!  

which was inspired by the experience of a little boy who literally found his 

voice when visiting Nethercott House.

Tickets: £15 (£13) available from www.exeternorthcott.co.uk

The Best Christmas Present in the World
Friday 2nd December, 7.30pm

Exeter Cathedral, Exeter, Devon

A unique Christmas concert performed by candlelight.  Michael Morpurgo 

and Virginia McKenna narrate Michael’s story, The Best Christmas Present 

in the World, with specially selected Christmas carols performed by 

award-winning a cappella group, Voices at the Door.  A truly inspiring and 

atmospheric celebration of Christmas for children and adults of all ages.

Tickets: £15 – £25; £50, to include a drinks reception in the Chapter House 

and priority seating.  For further information and to buy tickets, call us on

01392 276381 or visit www.farmsforcitychildren.org.

In October, Catherine Knight, Farm School Manager at Nethercott House, is walking the
Great Wall of China (despite a protesting arthritic knee) in aid of Farms for City Children. 
She is seeking sponsors – and covering her own costs so all sponsorship money will go 
straight to Nethercott – so please do go to her Just Giving page and cheer her on!
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Catherine-Knight4

12

'Cyclists at dawn' on Exmouth seafront, July 2016.
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