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IN A BOX
FARMS FOR CITY CHILDREN PROVIDE OF 3,200 PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN A WHOLE WEEK ON ONE OF OUR THREE FARMS. BY 
BEING FARMERS FOR A WEEK, CHILDREN GROW – IN SELF ESTEEM, 
SELF CONFIDENCE, SELF WORTH. THEIR HORIZONS BROADEN, THEY 
LEARN TO WORK IN A TEAM, THEY BECOME MORE INDEPENDENT 
AND MORE RESPONSIVE BACK IN THE CLASSROOM AND AT HOME.

Farms for City Children welcomes our new Trustee
Justin Albert is the Director of the National 
Trust in Wales; a charity that looks after 
lots of mountains, hundreds of miles of 
coast and a veritable host of castles and 
houses. The Trust is also the country’s 
largest farmer and landowner and very 
proudly gives more children fun and 
outdoor experiences than anyone else. 
Justin is also a Director of Literature Wales, 
the Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic 
Studies and Vice President of the Hay 
Festival. He lives on a farm in mid Wales 
with his fabulous wife, (occasionally) three 
grown up kids, a flock of wild chickens, too 
many sheep and a very naughty tabby cat.

How did you first come across Farms for 
City Children? 
I first heard about Farms for City Children eight years ago when I was lucky enough to 
find myself sitting between Michael and Clare Morpurgo on an easyJet flight back from a 
literary festival in Spain. I was inspired by their vision and passion, and have been a fan 
ever since.

What were your first impressions?
My first proper visit to one of Farms for City Children’s farms was last summer when my 
wife and I went to Treginnis in Pembrokeshire. My first impression was one of smiling, 
exciting, noisy yet well managed chaos reigning at the Friends of Treginnis Fete and I 
was hooked.

What made you want to become a Trustee?
I joined the National Trust because I wanted to get as many people as possible to 
experience the outdoors and places of great beauty.  This is the mission that 125 years 
ago our founder Octavia Hill believed in; a ‘forever for everyone’ philosophy that 
reaches out to all.  Farms for City Children shares much of that wonderful and inspiring 
goal.
  
What are you hoping to achieve?
I am very honoured to be a Trustee of the Charity
and I hope I can bring my passion for the outdoors,
good farming, and people to good use for this very
important and very exciting Charity.



 
PAGE 4&5
MAP ACROSS BOTH PAGES WITH PINS WHERE SCHOOLS HAVE COME 
FROM IN THE LAST SIX MONTHS – I will send a separate email with 
more information on this
Drawings of each farm on map:
Treginnis
 
Wick Court
 
Nethercott
 

Stats to be placed on page (bold = definitely, not bold = if room)
21 SCHOOLS TO NETHERCOTT IN DEVON
21 SCHOOLS TO TREGINNIS IN WALES
19 SCHOOLS TO WICK IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE

38 SCHOOLS FROM LONDON
5 SCHOOLS FROM PLYMOUTH
4 SCHOOLS FROM BRISTOL
2 FROM ESSEX
1 FROM SOUTHAMPTON, BARNSTABLE, PORTMOUTH, CAMBRIDGE, 
CHIPPENHAM, SOLIHULL, CARDIFF, PORT TALBOT,BIRMINGHAM, 
MILTON KEYNES, GRIMSBY, MAIDSTONE.
 
HANDWRITTEN COMMENTS – displayed around double page:
 
 

54



7

Catherine Knight, Farm School Manager
Iddesleigh, Devon 

We’ve got away lightly this Winter with relatively dry and mild weather…until January when it 
became chilly and rainy and we had to dig deep to find the grit to come outside again and again 
and get down to hard and purposeful work.  Not that there have been any  complaints from 
children though.  Such enthusiasm and determination, and a log fire and a hot meal always 
waiting when we come indoors!

In November we took delivery of a beautiful big horse called Sebastian, a cracking 
addition to our group of equines…. Eric, Neddin and Applejack.  Now we have a complete set 
of sizes and Seb is inducted into our yard sessions as a gentle character with a lot to teach the 
children. We are really grateful for the gift of him and he looks as though he’s been here always. 

The long-awaited work to upgrade  our bathrooms 
began during the  Christmas break and is slowly 
getting nearer to making a difference.  Builders are 
also working to convert the old workshop into our 
Food Preparation Room and we are eager for the 
wrapping to come off so that we can get straight 
down to working in the new space. 

The garden will provide us with a lot of the 
ingredients for that work and Janette, our new 
gardener, is toiling to create an even more 
productive vegetable patch.  We are planning to 
restore and reorganise the walled garden and 
Mike, our Farm Manager, has enlisted the generous 
support of some experts and friends in the project.

We would all like to unearth the story of this house 
and garden from its inception in 1870 and will be 
looking for help and information, wherever that 
journey takes us. 

Lots to plan for and look forward to. As ever the 
children remain the focus of all that we do and we 
hope that our ideas for extending their experience        
whilst at Nethercott bear fruit.

Heather Tarplee, Farm School Manager
Arlingham, Gloucester

The first lambs arrived with the new 
year and by the time the first children 
arrived there were several sets of twins 
and triplets for them to care for.  The 
early flock continued to produce – with 
two sets of quads – and all were safely 
delivered by half term.  With so many 
multiple births there are plenty of lambs 
needing a top-up from a bottle – always 
a popular job.

In the garden the children have 
barrowed enormous quantities of 
well-rotted manure and the first seeds 
have been sown ready for the warmer 
weather.  One group also enjoyed 
setting up our new enterprise - growing 
mushrooms from spawn. They drilled 
holes in recently-felled logs and then 
sealed the plugs with wax from our bee 
hives.

Other winter jobs have included the 
cleaning and re-painting of a bee hive 
ready for the new season and labelling 
and cataloguing the orchard trees.  
Thanks to funding from the Summerfield 
Trust we can number and then add large 
name labels to the fruit trees so the 
children can enjoy the traditional names 

Nethercott House Wick Court

and we can be sure which fruit to use for 
which purpose.

Also locally-funded is our new bird hide, 
built by our volunteer team, which allows 
the children a sheltered spot to enjoy 
birdwatching in all weathers with views 
over our new ponds and across to the 
River Severn.

The native breed sheep are due to start 
lambing after half term, the first eggs 
are in the incubator, the birds in the bay 
tree outside the kitchen have started 
singing, the greenhouses are filling up 
with seedlings and any day now the first 
plum blossom should start to appear 
in the orchard and the bees will be out 
foraging…. a lovely time of year with a 
busy summer to look forward to.6

Thanks to Sally O’Neill for
the drawing above
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Dan Jones, Farm School Manager
St David’s, Pembrokeshire

The autumn was welcomed in with the 
first ever Pumpkin Patch Day held at 
Lower Treginnis Farm. Since May last 
year our young farmers had sowed 
seeds, planted out seedlings, watered 
with stinging nettle tea, weeded, made 
pumpkin cushions with straw and finally 
harvested all 600 pumpkins; phew! The 
day was a success and a real celebration 
of all the children’s hard work.  We will 
definitely be doing the same this year so 
please join us for another fun day on the 
28th October 2017.

Lower Treginnis

Another first for us was growing and 
harvesting a main crop of potatoes on a 
large scale. This was a real success and 
the children really enjoyed digging and 
bagging up all of the potatoes. Since 
September we have not needed to buy 
any potatoes and hope to repeat this 
again next year.

All the animals at Treginnis have been 
looked after tremendously well by our 
visiting “farmers” and we are pleased 
to have some new pigs on the farm 

which are woolly! The breed is known 
as Mangalatiza and we are working in 
partnership with a local restaurant in St 
David’s to rear this unusual pig. 

Thanks to the Friends of Treginnis and 
Bluestone National Park Resort, our 
walled garden has been landscaped 
which has brought the area to life and 
is being used far more by the children. A 
fire pit, bowls area, maze and a bee hotel 
are just a few of the new features, not to 
forget all the new plants which will come 
alive in the spring.

A great start to the year for Treginnis with 
lots of firsts and even more wonderful 
children who have visited and made such 
a difference to our farm. 

Thank you
September – Story Traveller Bill Church and Pedalling Poet (and recently retired 
Gardener at Wick Court) Brian Dimmock – “the Blunderbirds” cycled to 11 London 
Primary Schools over four days to share their stories, songs and poems
and spread the word about Wick Court.

November – Game Birds Fiona Huntington-Whiteley, Penny Kitson and Tori Cunningham 
cycled 170 miles from Nethercott to Somerton with support from Sara-Jane Cumming.
They raised well over £2,000.

 

CITI Private Bank held a Carol Service in aid of Farms for City Children and Combat 
Stress at St Paul’s Knightsbridge. All Soul’s Primary School (one of our visiting schools)  
sang and Michael Morpurgo read from his book “On Angel’s Wings”.  This was followed 
by drinks and canapes at the Berkeley Hotel. This event raised nearly £12,000.
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CASE STUDY of 
PRIOR WESTON
 
Caroline Wright – Teacher at Prior Weston, 
Islington, London has visited Wick Court 
three times, Nethercott once and Treginnis 
once between 2011-2016

“I couldn’t be more of an advocate for 
FFCC. You do wonderful work.
There is absolutely no comparison to 
other school trips. I cannot think of a 
more enriching experience for children 
of this age. I would recommend it to a 
school a thousand times, I could not 
recommend it enough!”

Caroline’s story
The first week I went to Wick Court, a 
few years ago now, was one of the best 
holidays I’ve ever had. The children were 
a blast and fantastic company, the staff 
were so friendly and welcoming and the 
whole week was a pleasure. 

The surroundings and the house are 
stunning. It is a total world away from 
what our children are used to. Having the 
full run of the amazing Tudor house and 
the gardens is incredible, the children 
really enjoy having so much space.

The thing that has the most impact on me is the overwhelming change on the group of 
children brought about by such a profound shared experience.

For example, the group we brought this year changed within a week from being a 
disaffected, fractious group who were firmly split along gender lines and didn’t really 
know how to play together, to a group of chatty, open-minded and hardworking friends: 
a more positive start to Year 6 I cannot imagine. And this has been maintained. They will 
remember the trip forever.

I know this because I have had children return to school from 15 years ago who told me 
that their visit to FFCC was the highlight of their primary education. I cannot imagine a 
week at an activity centre would have such a profound, life-changing and long-lasting 
impact!

If you are an alumni teacher or child we would love to hear from you and hear about 
your memories of your time on the farm. We are putting together a series of stories for 
our website. If you are interested in writing about your experiences and perhaps visiting 
one of our farms on Open Farm Sunday on Sunday 11th June please contact Hayley at 
admin@farmsforcitychildren.org. We look forward to hearing from you. 

All the different activities are so well 
organised. The children love spending 
time with the animals and often this is 
where the quieter children in the class 
thrive the most. 

The Forest School where the children are 
encouraged to be creative in an outdoor 
space is wonderful. The children make 
charcoal and then paint their faces, they 
weave willow dream catchers, cook 
damper bread over an open fire and are 
allowed to get dirty! It is the highlight of 
most children’s weeks and I look forward 
to it just as much as the children (if not 
more!).

Often children have never been away 
from home before but they really enjoy 
sharing rooms and sleeping in bunk beds. 
They don’t mind about having no access 
to TV or screens for a week. This is an 
absolute highlight for me and I am always 
sure to point it out to children when we 
start talking to them about the trip. They 
thought they’d care: they don’t even 
notice it.

The food is good and it is lovely to have so 
many different types of vegetables grown 
right there in the garden. Every time I’ve 
ever been to an FFCC week we have had at 
least ten children try something new. They 
are taught how to cook too which many of 
them don’t get to do at home, they really 
enjoy eating what they have made and 
have a great sense of pride.
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“I cannot think of
a more enriching 

experience”



PAGE 12 – previous events
November
Michael Morpugo was the guest speaker at the Exeter Chamber of Commerce Dinner. 
Raised nearly £6,000. 

December
The Best Christmas Present in the World at Exeter Cathedral with Michael Morpurgo, 
Virginia McKenna and al capella singers, The Voices. Nearly 500 attended the beautiful 
rendition. Over £12,000 was raised. 

On Saturday 17 December, Farms for City Children spread Christmas cheer throughout 
Exeter city centre with music, a fitness class, santa hats and a decorated worn 
out Massey Ferguson 165 tractor. The day was raising awareness of, and funds 

for, our Tractor Appeal, as we fundraise to replace our Massey Ferguson 165 at 
Nethercott House, near Winkleigh and our Massey Ferguson 35 at Lower Treginnis in 
Pembrokeshire. We were delighted to raise over £350.
January
Wassailling at Wick Court
On January 21st we celebrated our annual Wassail ceremony in the orchards.  With 
music and dancing from the Lassington Oak Morris a large group of local people plus 
30 children from Granton Primary in Streatham, the tree was well-toasted, evil spirits 
banished and a good crop guaranteed for the coming season.  The children loved 
parading through the dark, frosty orchard lit by flares, hanging toast on the branches 
and circling the tree. The evening rounded off with the traditional Mummers’ play, the 
children learning a Morris dance and warming food and drink. 

PAGE 13 – 
PRINCESS ANNE VISIT TO NETHERCOTT HOUSE, IN DEVON ON 17TH JANUARY 2017 BY 
ALUMNI JENNY PARSONS
There is one extremely special place hidden away in Devon, which provides children 
with magical memories, giving them experiences which they may not otherwise get the 
opportunity to explore. Nethercott Farm, the first in the Farms for City Children charity, 
is this very place. The memories created here last a life time and as one of over 100,000 
children to visit over the years, I speak from personal experience.
Celebrating their 40th anniversary, this past year has seen the charity host many 
celebrations. The pinnacle of which was on January 17th when HRH The Princess Royal 
came to visit Nethercott Farm, her fifth visit to the charity since becoming patron in 
1991.
Her Royal Highness was welcomed to Nethercott by founders Michael and Clare 
Morpurgo. Visiting the Piggery and Forest School she met some of the children and 
teachers on residential that week from Lipson Vale Primary School in Plymouth. 
PAGE 16 and 17 

12 13
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Below are a sample of some of the items available to purchase from our shop. Don’t forget that we 
have more available online - www.farmsforcitychildren.org/shop 

 
Order form 

 
Please complete the ‘Your Details’ section overleaf and return this order form along with a 

cheque made payable to Farms for City Children to the address below. If you are 
making a donation, please include this in your cheque total. 

 
Farms for City Children, Exeter Community Centre, 17 St. David's Hill, Exeter, EX4 3RG. 

 

Thank you for your support 
 

Item Quantity Subtotals 
Eco Shopping Bag £5.00  
Made from natural materials and printed by hand, both sides.  
 

 £ 

40th Anniversary Mug £10.00 
These lovely china mugs feature Quentin Blake’s wonderful images, 
produced by McLaggan Smith, with our 40th logo on the base. 
 

 £ 

Charles Bear £6.50  
Proudly sporting the 40th anniversary logo on his t-shirt. 10 inches high 
with jointed legs. 
 

 £ 

A5 Portrait Spiral Sketchpad £3.50 
30 sheets of 140gsm paper, wire bound with a card cover. 
 

 £ 

Tea Towel Set £12.00  
Includes one of each of the following: Anniversary Tea Towel, Burgundy 
Print Tea Towel, Muck & Magic Tea Towel 
 

 £ 

Driftwood Key Ring £3.00 
All of these lovely key rings are individually handmade from authentic 
driftwood material. 
 

 £ 

Didn’t We Have a Lovely Time! (Hardcover) £6.99 
A heartwarming short story from master storyteller Michael Morpurgo 
with stunning illustrations from Quentin Blake. Didn’t We Have a Lovely 
Time! is based on the true story of a boy whose confidence and speech 
returns after meeting a very special horse down on the farm. 
 

 £ 

Postage and Packaging 
 

1 £3.50 

I would like to make a donation of: 
 

 £ 

 Total £ 
 

 

An Eagle in the Snow,                    Charles Bear
Michael Morpurgo

                                                                   Singing for Mrs Pettigrew,
                                                                                     Michael Morpurgo

A5 Portrait Spiral Sketchpad                     Eco Shopping Bag                                          Tea Towel Set

Seed Sticks

To see more
of our products

please visit
our website
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Farms for City Children relies on donations to subsidise the 3,200 children who visit us every year and 

to run our farms. We are extremely grateful for any donation large or small. 
 

Please complete the information below and return it to us at 
Farms for City Children, Exeter Community Centre, 17 St. David’s Hill, Exeter, EX4 3RG. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 I am making a donation of £_______ 

 
(Please make cheques payable to Farms for City Children, 

or make a donation online at JustGiving.com/ffcc) 

 I would like to make a regular donation. 
 (Please complete the details below) 

 

  
Instruction to your bank or building society 

Name and full postal address of bank: 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) of account holder:____________________ 
 
Sort Code:____________ 
 
Account number:_____________________ 
 
Please pay Farms for City Children, NatWest Bank, 
Sort Code 53-50-28, Account number 08404445 
 
The sum of £________ every month/quarter/year  
(please circle) until amended or cancelled, starting: 
 
Month: __________ Year:_________ 
 
Signed: _________________ Date: __________ 

 
 
 

 

 
 Please tell me more about leaving a gift in my will 
 
If you would like to discuss further opportunities to 
support or get involved with Farms for City Children, 
please contact Katie Wade on 01392 276381 or at 
katie@farmsforcitychildren.org 

Thank 
you 

Single donation Regular donation

Spring 2017

Thank you for
your support

JustGiving.com/ffcc)

	
Farms	for	City	Children	relies	completely	on	the	donations	to	subsidize	the	3,200	children	who	visit	us	

every	year.	We	are	extremely	grateful	for	any	donation	large	or	small.	
	

Please	complete	the	information	below	and	return	it	to	us	at	
Farms	for	City	Children,	Exeter	Community	Centre,	17	St.	David’s	Hill,	Exeter,	EX4	3RG.	

	

	
	

	

	
	

Single	
	

o	I	am	making	a	donation	of	£_______	
	

	(Cheques	made	payable	to	Farms	for	City	Children	
or	make	a	donation	online	at	Just	Giving.com/FFCC)	

Regular	
	

o	I	would	like	to	make	a	regular	donation.	
	(Please	complete	the	below)	

	

		
Instruction	to	bank	or	building	society	

Name	and	full	postal	address	of	bank:___________	
__________________________________________	
__________________________________________	
__________________________________________	
Name(s)	of	account	holder:____________________	
Sort	Code:____________	
Account	number:_____________________	
	
Please	pay	Farms	for	City	Children,	NatWest	Bank,	
Sort	Code	53-50-28,	Account	number	08404445	
	
The	sum	of	£________	every	month/quarter/year		
(please	circle)	until	amended	or	cancelled,	starting:	
	
Month:	__________	Year:_________	
	
Signed:	_________________	Date:	__________	

	

 

 
o	Please	tell	me	more	about	leaving	a	gift	in	my	will	
	
If	you	would	like	to	discuss	further	opportunities	to	
support	or	get	involved	with	Farms	for	City	Children,	
please	contact	Katie	Wade	on	01392	276381	or	at	
katie@farmsforcitychildren.org 

Thank	you	for	
your	support	Data protection - we take your data protection very seriously.

For more information please visit - www.farmsforcitychildren.org/contact/dataprotection

Supporting


