
Supporting our work 
We are hugely grateful to the 
many people who generously 
give their time, their energy or 
any donation - large or small - 
in support of our work. 
Pensioners, school children, 
churches, schools and 
businesses all help to raise 
funds for Farms for City 
Children.  You can be part of it 
too! 
 
We want to make sure that as 
many children as possible can 
visit our farms.  With this in 
mind, we aim to raise over 
£300,000 each year, to 
subsidise the true cost of each 
child’s place.  We also raise 
money to maintain the three 
historic farm properties which 
we are so lucky to have. 
 
If you are a UK taxpayer, you 
can make your donation 
under the Gift Aid scheme.  
This allows FFCC to claim back 
an extra 25p in tax for every £1 
you donate. 
 
If you would like to make a 
donation and /or join our 
mailing list, please fill in your 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 

I am a UK taxpayer and would like the charity to 
reclaim Gift Aid on my behalf (please tick) ___ 

‘Girl with crushed apples - Nethercott’ courtesy of Chris 
Chapman 
I enclose a donation of £_________made payable to 
Farms for City Children 
 
Please update / add my contact details to your 
newsletter mailing list: 
 
Name:…………………………………………………… 
 
Address:………………………………………………… 
 
............................................................................................ 

 
e-mail……………….………………………………… 
 
Signed:……………………………………Date………… 
(Information supplied is confidential and is not passed 
on to third parties) 
 
 
 

Please return this page to: 
Farms for City Children, Administrative Office, Bridge House, 

25 Fore Street, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1DL 
admin@farmsforcitychildren.org 
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‘The Golden Apples of the 
Sun - Farms for City 

Children’s Orchards’ by 
Clare and Michael Morpurgo 
 
The first Farm for City 
Children was Nethercott 
House, near Iddesleigh in 
North Devon. On the estate 
map of 1950 there were 
three orchards shown. By the 
time we arrived in 1974 they 
had all disappeared.  The 
building that had once 
housed the cider press was 
still there and old Albert 
Weeks used to tell us about 
the prize-winning cider he 
made there in Captain 
Budget’s time, between the 
Great Wars.  The granite base 
of the press was still there – 
used as a pig trough! 
 
With the arrival of a 
thousand children every year 
we realized that we would be 
needing apples in large 
quantities to make enough  

 
apple pies, apple crumbles and apple tarts to satisfy 
the appetites of our young tyros.   With the help of 
many children and teachers we planted two new 
orchards with Bramley apples and the small purple 
plums that grew in every village garden.   We 
planted each tree with great care, digging wide, 
generous holes, removing all old roots and stones, 
making sure the new roots had plenty of room, 
that the trees were well staked to give them the 
best possible start in life.  The children were 
enthusiastic and talked about coming back to visit 
‘their’ tree in years to come to see how they had 
grown.  

‘Nethercott’ courtesy of Ronald Searle – our wonderful 
new greeting card 
 



Now, 35 years later these 
orchards are still supplying 
the Nethercott kitchen with 
fruit for hungry mouths.  
Since those early days the 
enterprise has grown and the 
children now also press 
delicious apple juice from 
fruit brought to us from all 
over the immediate area.  A 
generous benefactor donated 
the press and in a good year 
we make hundreds of litres 
of juice for the children to 
take home.  
 
In 1989 Farms for City 
Children took a long lease 
on Wick Court, a medieval 
farmhouse in 
Gloucestershire.  The house 
is surrounded by its own 
moat and acres of ancient 
perry orchards, some of the 
trees are so rare that they are 
amongst the only ones left 
in the country.  Every year 
the children staying on the 
farm enjoy an evening of 
wassailing.   Since we arrived 
we have replaced many of 
the old, diseased trees and 
with the help of another 
benefactor we are planting 
up a new area with many old 
local apples with wonderful 
names such as Tom Putt, 
Rheads Reinette, Arlingham 
Schoolboys amongst others.  

We have also planted an apricot tree, Morlands 
Park and Yellow Pershore, a local plum and a pear 
called Jargonelle. 
 
We have made an area for football and volleyball 
but best of all, with the help of an imaginative 
benefactor, we have bought some lovely 8-seater 
picnic benches where the children can sit and write 
letters home, draw and paint and write up their 
diaries – they even eat out there.   The sheep graze 
the orchard and we have a flock of Columbian 
Blacktail hens under the trees in one corner.   This 
spring a bee house with ‘solitary’ bees will arrive.   
These bees are native but do not produce honey, 
are excellent pollinators and are completely non-
aggressive.   The children can get up close and 
watch them come and go in total safety.   This 
facility is being provided by the locally based 
Global Bee Project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover illustration for the Wick Court Recipe Book 
 
Our third farm is on the wind-swept Pembroke 
peninsula, not ideal for orchards but plans are afoot 
to train fruit trees up against the stones walls of the 
walled garden.  In earlier years vines were grown in 
this protected area and, tradition has it, did very 
well. 



Diary dates 
 
We have all sorts of events 
coming up over the next 
few months and we hope 
to see you there: 
 
Sunday 1st May, 4.45am: 
International Dawn Chorus 
Day at Wick Court.  Watch 
sunrise on Barrow Hill, 
followed by bird watching 
and a farmhouse breakfast. 
 
Friday May 6th, 7pm: Quiz 
Night at Nethercott. 
 
Saturday 16th July, 10am-
5pm: the annual Friends of 
Treginnis Fete. 
 
Friday 22nd July: Miracle 
Theatre presents ‘The 
Death of Sherlock Holmes’ 
on the lawn at Nethercott.  
Delicious summer garden 
suppers served. 
 
Saturday 23rd July, Mid 
Devon Show, Tiverton:  we 
are the charity of this 
year’s show. 
 
Friday 29th July, 7.30pm: 
‘Ego Ronnie’s Good Pub 
Band’ performing at Wick 
Court.  BBQ and dancing. 

 Since we began all those years ago, over eighty 
thousand children have come to stay and work on 
the three farms.  The three thousand children who 
come to the farms each year will all experience 
something of the life of an orchard.  At the 
beginning of the year they will help remove the 
prunings and clearing the ground.   In early spring 
they will mulch the trees with farmyard manure, 
later they will enjoy the unforgettable scent of the 
blossoms and see the bees visiting the flowers.  In 
late summer they will help with the apple harvest, 
and pick blackberries from the hedgerows for their 
tea.  They will bring the fruit to the kitchen door 
or the pressing shed in the yard, where they will fill 
hundreds of green bottles with the sweet juice.   At 
the end of each week the children take back a 
bottle of ‘their’ apple juice to London, 
Birmingham, Plymouth – even Manchester and 
Crewe! 
 
For all these children this experience will remain in 
their memories like a half-forgotten dream that 
will perhaps be reawakened when they hear ‘The 
Song of the Wandering Aengus’ by W.B.Yeats. 
 
‘And walk among long dappled grass. 
And pluck till time and times are done 
The silver apples of the moon, 
The golden apples of the sun.’ 
 
We hope so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Wick Court apples 


