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Spring Newsletter 2015 

 

Spring is upon us again, rather suddenly it feels, and so much is happening here at Farms 
for City Children that we’ve yet again had to increase the size of the newsletter to give 
you a sense of what we’ve been up to.   

In the pages that follow you can read about the ways in which we’re expanding our live-
stock, renovating our buildings, working with increasing numbers of fantastic supporters, 
and most importantly doing everything we can to ensure that the children who come 
and stay at Nethercott House, Wick Court and Lower Treginnis have a mind-expanding, 
confidence-building, friendship-fostering, hands-on and immersive experience of muck 
and magic that we hope will last a lifetime.  

We hope you enjoy catching up with our news, and sharing our excitement about what 
2015 has in store for Farms for City Children. 

A message from Dr Tessa Stone, our Chief Executive 

 

By the time you’re reading this I’ll have been in post for 6 months and I can honestly say I’ve 
had the time of my life.  I promised myself that I’d concentrate in these first few months on 
spending time with the FFCC extended family, listening to their thoughts and ideas, and really 
getting to know what we do, how, and why.  Although this is the type of job where you never 
stop learning it feels as if I’ve got my feet properly under the table now, and it’s time to start 
tackling the to-do list.    

Many of the things on the to-do list do not, I fear, make exciting newsletter reading. Risk as-
sessments,  Health and Safety, Building Condition Surveys, Farming Partnership Agreements—
in a Charity as multi-faceted as this there is always a huge amount to be done on a surprising 
numbers of fronts. Buildings maintenance is going to be an increasing focus in the coming 
years. Having stewardship of three wonderful Grade 2 and 2* listed buildings is not something 
to be taken on  lightly or wantonly, and we are keen to ensure that our farms are thoroughly 
and sympathetically maintained to provide the best and most appropriate facilities and wher-
ever possible to be a model of sustainability. This won’t always be the easiest or cheapest way 
of doing things of course, but this is surely an area where the benefits, in the long term, will 
outweigh the costs. 

Which brings me inevitably to money—or rather to my current all-consuming fundraising pre-
occupation; tractors!  Our three wonderful machines date from  1975, 1976 and 1985, and I 
fear are getting to the stage where they are more appropriate for a ‘farming in the past’ talk 
with the children than for the work we need them to do. However, it turns out to be remarka-
bly difficult to raise money to buy tractors. So, a plea — if you know anyone with a spare 80 
bhp tractor, 4x4 with a good front end loader and the capacity to pull a braked trailer full of 
children and teachers safely , then we could give it a very loving and appreciative home!  Oh, 
and if they happened to have a spare trailer as well that really would be fantastic…... 

As well as tackling the immediate to-do list of course there’s lots to be done planning for the 
future. Needless to say we are full of extremely exciting ideas, not least for ways of celebrating 
our 40th Anniversary next year. You can read about this elsewhere in the newsletter but watch 
these pages over coming editions for ways in which you can get involved in our work in our 
Anniversary year and well beyond.  And as ever, please do get in touch with me if you would 
like to, at tessa@farmsforcitychildren.org  



 

 
Nethercott  

 

Signs of spring are beginning to blossom here at Nethercott House: daffodils flowering, buds ap-
pearing on the pear trees and an increase in egg production from our chickens. 

After spending the whole of autumn out in their field, our large black pigs Liquorice, Beetroot and 
Coco briefly moved indoors for the worst of the winter and are eagerly anticipating moving back 
outside into their muddy field. Now that the girls have reached 9 months old they are old enough to 
start breeding.  Everyone at Nethercott is really thrilled at the prospect of our first litter of piglets 
being born, which should be around September. 

In our new poultry field, our flock of 35 Welsummer hens have started laying and the children have 
started collecting some stunning dark reddish brown eggs. Hopefully, by the end of March, we will 
have increased this flock size to 60 hens which would make our kitchen self-sufficient in eggs. 
Alongside the Welsummers, the young Brahma hens we hatched last year have proven to be just as 
friendly and entertaining as their parents were and have been a huge hit with the children.  We are 
planning to introduce a new breed of chicken to our collection soon which will be reared specifically 
for their meat.  

Eric the Palomino and our two donkeys Applejack and Ned have been enjoying an increase in space 
recently and have shown a strange desire to roll around in the mud immediately after the children 
have finished grooming them! 

In our garden the fruit trees have now been pruned and visiting children have successfully spread 
manure all over our vegetable plots. In addition to this they have also moved logs from two enor-
mous oak trees which fell during the summer. Our wheelbarrows have never seen so much action! 
We would like to thank all the schools who helped with this strenuous work. 

Over at Parsonage farm (one of our partner farms) 
dairy farmer Graham has had a new feeding sys-
tem installed in his milking parlour which the chil-
dren get to see in action. A couple of months ago, 
Graham moved his calves from ‘Calf City’ at Neth-
ercott to a barn over at Parsonage. This keeps both 
the calves and children warmer and drier. Every-
one agrees that this new set up helps to increase 
the depth of knowledge children gain about milk 
production.  

Meanwhile, at Bridgetown (our other partner 
farm) children are continuing to enjoy working 
with David and Simon’s sheep and beef cattle, with 
the trailer ride over there remaining one of the 
highlights of children’s visits.  

Lower Treginnis 

 
It has been full steam ahead at Lower Treginnis Farm with a whole host of new developments that are 
really enhancing the children’s farming experience. 

The new poultry area is up and running and the laying birds are fully stocking the kitchen with their eggs, 
which the children collect every day. Tecwyn the Turkey is as grumpy as ever but still proves to be a hit 
with our young farmers. The incubation and brooding rooms are now up and running and the first chicks 
hatched on February 28th. They are enjoying their new brooder and being spoilt rotten by the children. 
In six months’ time Treginnis is hoping to be a reputable supplier of poultry in Pembrokeshire; watch this 
space! 

The pig area has also seen a bit of a transformation. New fencing and four large pig arks have given the 
pigs a new lease of life and there are big plans to start rearing a contrasting breed of pig to show the 
children some variety. The stone pig house has had a new roof and two new farrowing areas built which 
include a viewing area. This will give children the opportunity to get really close to the piglets without 
being a nuisance to mum!* 

In January Lower Treginnis welcomed nine new goats to the farm. They have settled in really well and 
the milking goats are providing lots of milk that we one day plan to use to make cheese. One of our milk-
ing goats, Hazel, is now a real celebrity after appearing on Countryfile on St. David’s Day, and is demand-
ing only the best quality hay; what a diva! Two of our Sannens are due to kid at the end of March so 
there will be plenty of bottle feeding for the children to be getting on with after Easter.  

The accommodation has also had a lot of work done with all the 
teachers’ rooms being redecorated by Dan’s mum, a new bathroom 
and a fresh lick of paint right round the building.  

*STOP PRESS* We finished transforming the pig area just in time! On 
5th March ‘18 Months’ the sow settled in to her new farrowing area 
and gave birth to 7 healthy piglets, much to the delight of the chil-
dren from Parkland Primary school who had just come back from 
their Beach walk. 



 

 
Wick Court  

 
It is now almost daylight as the children come out for the first jobs of the day, the sparrows living in 
the bay tree outside the kitchen door have already started making a racket and the gulls are flying 
in formation overhead on their daily commute to the river.   

First task is to check the lambing shed for new arrivals, feed any that need a top up from a bottle 
and then it’s on to letting out the poultry – egg production is increasing as the days slowly lengthen. 

In the pig sties we have to be a bit quiet as we have some new arrivals – Dotty the Gloucester Old 
Spot has a litter of 12 piglets and we also have two new Tamworth gilts.  These beautiful pedigree 
pigs are going to be the start of a new breeding group.  The father-to-be, a fine young Tamworth 
boar, is in a pen across the way, but they all have some more growing to do before they meet. 

After breakfast – Wick Court sausages of course – there’s plenty more to do.  The sheep need 
checking, the new flock of coloured Ryelands will happily come up to say hello, we’re hoping to hal-
ter train these over the next few months so the children can do some “competitive” sheep showing. 
We are about to collect our first ever processed wool from these local breed sheep, cleaned and 
carded wool for weaving and felt making and spun yarn for selling – and maybe we’ll find someone 
with enough patience to teach the children to knit…. 

In the garden the children have barrowed load after load of well-rotted manure from the stables, 
and now they’re digging over the beds so that as soon as the soil warms up planting can start. In the 
polytunnel last week’s school planted the first early potatoes and today our strawberry runners 
have been planted out in bags of our own compost.  And every day there are salad leaves to pick 
ready for tea. 

Birdwatching has continued through the winter, a total of almost 60 different species have been 
spotted with one eagle-eyed school notching up 26 in one day. On Thursdays “Birder Bill” becomes 
“Storyteller Bill” and tells his tales around the campfire. We have enjoyed stories from around the 
World including a favourite about turnip farming in Russia while a flurry of snow helped create the 
perfect atmosphere.  

As the children come indoors for 
their tea the gulls are on their 
homeward flight and for the last 
few weeks the starlings have pro-
vided an amazing display of syn-
chronised aerobatics – we have all 
learnt the word “murmuration”. 
After tea, wrapped up warm, it’s 
back out for the last jobs of the day 
– feeding the pigs, walking across 
the fields to Oldbury – under some 
wonderful starry skies – and last of 
all a final visit to the lambing shed, 
checking the ewes, topping up hay 
and water and if they’re lucky the 
lambs get a bedtime story! 

40th Anniversary  

 

In 2016 Farms for City Children will be 40 years old!  Cue a year of celebration and excitement, 
and also the most fantastic opportunity to spread the word far and wide about our amazing 
work.  There will be local and national events, activities linked to our literary heritage, a special 
fundraising appeal, and all sorts of ways for people to find out about us and get involved. 

News and plans will feature on the website and in future newsletters, but for now we are 
starting a special search for FFCC alumni.  It’s amazing to think that the first groups of children 
who joined Michael and Clare Morpurgo at Nethercott back in 1976 will be celebrating their 
50th birthdays next year!  We’d love to hear from them, and all the generations that followed 
them, so that we can add their voices and experiences to the Farms for City Children story.  

Contact Connie at connie@farmsforcitychildren, tweet us on @farmersforaweek or go to our 
Facebook page /farmsforcitychildren 

Vice-Presidents’ news 

 

We’d like to say a huge welcome, and thank you, to our two new Vice-Presidents, Kate Humble 
and Juliet Stevenson. 

Juliet has been a long-standing friend and supporter, reading alongside Michael Morpurgo in 
their annual spellbinding Christmas performance of On Angel Wings, and it’s wonderful to wel-
come her even more closely into our extended family. 

Kate’s work at her Rural Skills and Smallholding School ’Humble by Nature’ in the Wye Valley is 
both geographically and philosophically close to our hearts, and we’re looking forward to 
learning from her and, we hope, introducing aquaponics to Lower Treginnis! 

 



 

 

 

 
“We had an amazing week with you and the farmers. I loved 
the cows and the sheep, riding the trailer at the back of the 
tractor with David and Simon. My favourite animal was Reg-
gie Jr with his soft brown hair. The donkeys and ponies were 
fun and cleaning out their stables. I love Saffron with the little 
chubby legs and the pigs are really cute when they roll in the 
mud.” 
 

“Thank you for the lovely week I had at Treginnis, I couldn't 
believe my eyes when I saw the beautiful landscape. I will 
never forget the coastal walk, the scenery was the best I’ve 
ever seen, it was the most wonderful walk ever. It was amaz-
ing when I saw the baby seal.” 
 

“Thanks to you, I learnt I can live without technology!” 
 

“I learnt that I should never be scared of overcoming my fears because fears are something that should 
be overcome!” 
 
"I loved seeing a baby lamb being born; it was beautiful."  
 

"No street lights, green, fields, a lot more quiet, beautiful land, no light pollution."  
 

“We love watching students become young adults, engaging and embracing every aspect of the trip.“ 

 
“Children are more engaged with their school work, show greater self awareness and demonstrate resili-
ence and independence.“ 

 
“Personal growth/development is significant. 
Children return to school enriched-often trans-
lated into increased performance.“ 

 

“After gardening, Antonie 
was so keen he is going to 
grow some vegetables at 
his house. “ 

We’ve had some lovely feedback recently, from parents, pupils and 
teachers. We’ve picked our favourites to share with you...  

Hello Catherine and all farm staff, 

Our daughter has just returned from an amazing week on your farm. As soon as she got off the 
coach Chiara said "It was the best week of her life" as she hugged me. 

I therefore wanted to pass on this appreciation to you and will certainly tell my family and friends 
that even though the week was in essence a "working week," the experience for the children is one 
they will never, ever forget.  Providing children with an experience such as this is quite unique and 
one that I would have loved to have done as a child. 
 
Thank you once again for providing my daughter and all the children with such a fantastic and 
memorable experience.  

Message from Chiara 

Thank you so much for this great experience, as you might already know I want to be a vet when I 
am older and being on the farm has encouraged me to follow my dreams. 

Dear Dan,  

I am sending you this letter to thank you for such a tremendous time at Treginnis and that this jour-
ney has changed me forever. 

I would like to start to thank you for the patience and time you have given me for I have been a 
pain (sometimes). Now I have left Treginnis all my efforts and energy has been put into sweeping 
the front yard and tidying the house (for a pound) not just at home, at school as well. Also I now 
put 100% effort in everything I do rather than just 50% that’s all because of you, thank you.  I 
would also like to thank you Les for giving me valuable information on Wales, animals and different 
coasts and seas. I would also like to thank Ian for being so considerate to everyone, but especially 
me. Also thanking Nick for showing true un-selfishness with his tools and last but not least Sue and 
all the other wonderful chefs.  

Thank you all very much. I sent you this letter to thank you and all the other amazing people on the 
farm, thank you all so much. 

Nathan 

Dear Heather 

I am writing to let you know how thankful I am for letting Year 6 stay at your beautiful farm. It was 
honestly the best experience of my life. 

All the staff were very friendly and nice. But the food was 5 star quality! I want to thank the dinner 
ladies for preparing our fantastic meals. Just writing this now I feel hungry. If I could turn back time 
I would go there as many times as I can. I love it!  Just setting the tables and getting my dorm out of 
bed I felt like an adult.  I felt like we were living in a house like a family. I will always remember you 
and the staff, also your motto “get your hands out your pockets and get working! 

Harleigh 



 

 

 

The year began with a very generous donation of £17,500 from the London Stock 
Exchange Group, to subsidise 100 places on our farms for children from inner-
London schools.  

 

 
Pipers Farm have chosen to support our charity and are aiming to raise enough to 
subsidise 25 children a year. Donating a proportion of the ticket price of their bril-
liant Beyond The Hedgerow events, they are also donating part of the sales of 
their first cookery book to us, and have set up a direct donation link on their web-
site www.pipersfarm.com  

 

We are Helpful Holidays’ Charity of the Year, and they are 
aiming to raise £17,000 for us, as well as volunteering at 
Nethercott House, holding a charity cricket event at Chagford 
and saving us hours of time by helping us distribute this 
newsletter!  www.helpfulholidays.com 

 

Sidaways Limited Chartered Accountants are doing lots of 
fundraising activities for us this year, starting with taking part 
in the Rock Solid Race in March, then running a half mara-
thon—their aim is to sponsor  a whole school for a week on 
one of our farms. www.sidaways.co.uk 

 

The Magdalen Chapter have chosen to support us until October 2015 and are 
donating £1 from every one of their delicious roast dinners to us (we’ve al-
ready had £500 donated from this!). They are supporting us at events 
throughout the year and bravely running in Rock Solid too. 
www.themagdalenchapter.com  

 

Boston Tea Party in Exeter have generously said that we can use 
their venue and their catering services, as well as sell our new mer-
chandise in their shop. www.bostonteaparty.co.uk 

 

Thank you to our brilliant supporters 

Like every charity, we are keen to work with as wide a range of organisations as possible, and we 
are very lucky this year to have the support of these local and national businesses: 

Some thank yous for the ever-important gifts in kind, from ... 

BnQ Newton Abbot, Bernaville Nurseries in Exeter, Seedball, Meadow in my Garden, Landlife, 
and the Friends of Treginnis and the Solva & St David’s art group—your greenhouse at Tre-
ginnis is now up! 

And three cheers for Abigail Leighton-Boyce, who is not only volunteering with us at the Rock 
Solid Race, but running the Bath Half Marathon for us too! Please support her here: 
www.justgiving.com/Abigail-Leighton-Boyce  

Our farms rely enormously on a whole host of wonderful local support 
too, and would like to say thank you to everyone who has helped with 
projects so far this year... 

 

Thank you from Lower Treginnis 

Dan’s mum (Hilary) who has done up all the teacher's rooms, they look brilliant and have gone down a 
treat. Les Williams for building the brooder room, Robin Copley for giving us all our topsoil, Robin Elliot - 
a potato farmer who gives us all our potatoes for free, Tom Spittle - for moving all our topsoil and 
spending a day on the farm with his Manatu moving stuff about, Jack & Sarah our volunteers, and of 
course, all the wonderful staff!! 

Thank you from Wick Court  

We are delighted to be working with The Wheels Project and The Meriton School again and that Farms 
for City Children is the recipient of a donated Peugot van. Running the farms is expensive and just like 
commercial farmers we need equipment and vehicles to manage our farms – having this versatile farm 
vehicle will be a massive help, initially here at Wick Court and then at Lower Treginnis where they cur-
rently have no vehicle for moving supplies, pulling a livestock trailer and all the other errands that are 
needed to run a rural business. 

We are especially delighted that the van has been restored by girls from The Meriton, we have worked 
with the school before and have welcomed a group of girls and their children to the farm as well as 
meeting them at the workshop. It is fantastic that this project gives them such useful life skills and will 
end up benefitting many other groups of children.  We would like to thank everyone from The Wheels 
Project, The Meriton and The Equitable Charitable Trust who have all helped with this project that will 
be such a huge benefit to our work. 

Thank you from Nethercott House  

Eric, our palomino pony, and our two donkeys received new lead ropes, head collars and brushes for 
Christmas after a generous donation from Catherine Beech.  She recently returned to Nethercott House 
for the afternoon and bought even more for them too. Catherine was one of the first teachers who visit-
ed Nethercott House with a group of pupils and we would like to thank her for all her generous support, 
the help she has given us has been fantastic. Eric, Ned and Applejack are certainly becoming the most 
spoilt animals on the farm! 



 

 
Events 

Ted Hughes Memorial Walk. 14th June 

After the sell-out success of the War Horse walk in the Autumn, Simon Dell from Moorland Guides 

has agreed to hold another great walk on the Moors for us. This time we will be meeting in Oke-

hampton at 10am and walking to our Founding President Ted Hughes’ memorial stone. The whole 

walk is approximately 8 miles and we recommend you bring a packed lunch and drink. Sadly we 

cannot take dogs, as we will be walking near ground-nesting birds. Tickets £10 minimum donation.  

 

The Handlebards Theatre Company, Wick Court. 5th July 

Bringing their production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream to the Wick Court garden, the Handle-
bards are 4 young men who travel by bicycle from London to Edinburgh through the summer stop-
ping on the way to perform their unique outdoor versions of Shakespeare plays – carrying every-
thing they need by pedal power.  This is a family-friendly event, Wick Court refreshments will be 
served and hopefully it will be a beautiful midsummer evening! Tickets are £10 for adults, £5 for 
children – for more information and bookings contact Heather on 01452 741023 or 
heather@farmsforcitychildren.org 

 

Miracle Theatre, Nethercott House. 

10th July 

This year, Miracle Theatre are heading to Nethercott 

and performing ‘The Magnificent Three’, a spaghetti 

western. Every year they come we have a fantastic time 

and if last year was anything to go by, it will be another 

sell out success again this summer. Tickets are £12.50—

this is an open air theatre production so bring your 

chairs, picnics and an umbrella, just in case!  

 

Friends of Treginnis Fete. 18th July 

Head to Treginnis for a great day with friends and fami-

ly, and that spectacular view! For information please contact Dan on 

dan@farmsforcitychildren.org or 01437 720840  

For enquiries or to book any of our events, please contact Connie on 

01392 276381 or email connie@farmsforcitychildren.org 

 

                     Calling all knitters! 

We would like to say a great big thank you to everyone who is taking part in 

our knitting project at Nethercott House. We’ve had some great support but 

are still looking for leaves, vegetables and animals for the knitted tree and 

garden. If you would like to knit some additions then please contact Connie 

on connie@farmsforcitychildren.org who can send you a pattern for any-

thing from broad beans, to a snail!  

Volunteers 

We have recently been very lucky to have some fantastic people volunteering at Nethercott House.  

Employees from Interserve Construction Ltd came for two days to strip and re paint all the doors in the 

stable yard. They sourced all the paint and tools, their generous gift in kind came to £1980. Also joining 

them was Tim Russell from Teign Valley Plumbing who came and helped with one of his workmen. They 

were treated to a delicious home made lunch and flapjacks from Tracy, and we would like to say a huge 

thank you to all of them for all the help they gave us.  

 

Exeter University students came to Nethercott House to volunteer on ‘National Good Deed Day’ and 

were absolutely brilliant. They worked hard all day on the finishing touches to the stable doors, clearing 

the area in front of the house and resurfacing the drive. They were a big help and have ensured Nether-

cott House looks tip top when the children arrive back at the end of the week.  

If you would like to volunteer on one of our farms then please contact the Farm School Managers on: 

Wick Court: Heather Tarplee, heather@farmsforcitychildren.org 01452 741023  

Nethercott House: Catherine Knight, catherine@farmsforcitychildren.org 01837 810785  

Lower Treginnis: Dan Jones, dan@farmsforcitychildren.org 01437 720840  

mailto:heather@farmsforcitychildren.org


 

 

 

Double Oven Gloves 

White 100% cotton double oven gloves print-
ed with illustrations by Quentin Blake. 

£13.00 

 

 

Tea Towel 

White 100% cotton tea towel printed with 
illustrations by Quentin Blake.  

£4.50  

 

 

Seed sticks 

Seed sticks are an innovative, easy and fun way to 
plant and grow seeds. The uniquely designed tab se-
cures and protects the seeds to ensure they are in 
contact with the growing medium when planted. 

Each pack contains Mixed Herbs and are branded 
with the Farms For City Children logo. 

£2.70 

 

Notebook 

These lovely bound sketchpads have long been a favourite on 
our 3 farms and are now available online. 

 30 sheets of 140gsm All-Media Cartridge Paper 

 Acid-free paper, sized for wet and dry media 

 Wire-o bound on the long edge 

 Rigid 2mm greyboard backing 

£5.25 

Enterprises 

Have a look at some of our favourite pieces from the shop on our website. To see 
more or buy online please go to www.farmsforcitychildren.org/shop.  All prices 
quoted here include postage and packing. 

Child & Adult Hoodies 

 Double fabric hood with self-coloured draw cord. 

 Front kangaroo pouch pocket with small hidden open-
ing for headphone wire. 

 Ribbed cuffs and hem. 

 Twin needle stitching. 

 WRAP Certified Production. 

 Screen printed with white Farms for City Children logo 
on front 

£23.00 children 
£27.00 adults  
See website for size and colour options 
 
Child & Adult T-Shirts 
 
We have some great new t-shirts available to buy in the 
shop. They are 100% cotton and come in red, turquoise, 
navy blue and dark green. 
 
£10.00 children 

£13.00 adults 

 

 
Limited Edition Umbrella 

A limited Edition PVC dome umbrella with the charity logo 
printed on four panels 

£25.00  

 



 

 
                                               Order Form 

 
                                                                                    Delivery Details 

 
Please return this order form along with a cheque payable to Farms for City Children Enterprises Ltd 

(Please could payment for goods be made separately to any donations) 

 

For order queries please contact Amanda on 01392 276381 or email admin@farmsforcitychildren.org 
 

Address :- Farms for City Children, Exeter Community Centre, 17 St David’s Hill, Exeter, EX4 3RG.  

Product 
Quantity/Size/

Colour 
Subtotals 

Froot & Veg and Other Pomes for Boys and Girls and 
Sum Groanups. By Brian Dimmock 

 £ 

Child Hoodie   £ 

Adult Hoodie   £ 

Child T-shirt  £ 

Adult T-shirt   £ 

Limited Edition Umbrella  £ 

Double Oven Gloves  £ 

Tea Towel  £ 

Seed Sticks  £ 

  
TOTAL £ 

Name   

Email  

  
Address 

  

  

  

Postcode     

Win a West Country hamper! 

By opting in to our e-newsletter, you will not only be helping us save money with each newsletter, 
but will also be entered into a draw to win a luxury West Country hamper kindly supplied by Helpful 
Holidays. Just write your name and email address in the section overleaf and send it back to us in 
the envelope provided. The competition closes on the last day of April and the winner will be an-
nounced shortly after. Good luck! If you gave your email address in response to the last newsletter 
then you will automatically be entered for the draw. 

 
Froot & Veg and Other Pomes for Boys and Girls and Sum Groanups 

 
by Brian Dimmock 

Illustrations by Jane Fryer and children from Harewood Junior School, Tuffley,  
Gloucestershire 

 
Brian is our fantastic Gardener at Wick Court, and when 
he’s not tending his vegetables he’s writing poems about 
them. Not only has he decided to pull them together into 
this wonderful book, but he’s also very generously said 
that all profits from its sale can come to FFCC! 

About the book 

These poems for boys and girls (and sum groanups) are 
about the food we eat (Froot and Veg Pomes), holidays at 
the seaside (Seaside Pomes), and just how brave and re-
silient children have to be to survive in the twenty-first 
century (Snot Fair).  

At Wick Court drawing pictures of ducks and cows, sing-
ing about chickens, making up rhymes about parsnips, 
and listening to a real story teller is just as important as 
studying food technology or learning what’s good and 
bad for us. As it says in one of the seaside pomes, when 
it’s time to go to bed I need some magic in my head. 

Foreword by Michael Morpurgo 

Here is a pome maker, a jingler, a rhymester, who tickles us with words and ideas, so that 
we have to giggle whether we like it or not. But we do like it. Brian Dimmock knows his 
onions and potatoes and carrots, he grows them too so he should, and he knows children 
too. He writes about what he knows about and cares about. I know you're going to enjoy 
this lovely book with all these wonderful illustrations from the children of Harewood Junior 
School, Tuffley and Jane Fryer, as much as I did. 
 
This very special book costs £7 including postage and packaging.  


