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Volunteer Opportunity  
 
Volunteer Role  Equine and Livestock Volunteer  
 
Location  Wick Court, Overton Lane, Arlingham, Gloucestershire, GL3 7JJ  
 
Background  
Farms for City Children is a vibrant Charity that welcomes children from cities and disadvantaged 
communities to experience the adventure of working together on our farms in the heart of the British 
countryside. Whether they stay for a whole week with their school or come with a local group for a 
day visit, this unique experience can be life changing. Visiting children are immersed in the natural 
world of food, farming and countryside life where they participate in the seasonal tasks of the day: 
sowing, growing and harvesting in our kitchen gardens; caring for livestock and looking after the land; 
and cooking up a home-grown feast in the farmhouse kitchen. Spending time working alongside real 
farmers fosters children’s independence and helps them to grow in confidence, develops their self-
esteem, and encourages them to become more resilient. At our heritage farms and in partnership 
with our commercial farming neighbours, children experience the benefits of collaboration, enjoy 
plenty of physical activity, good food, and fresh air, and discover the magical rural environment that is 
full of new words, sounds and experiences to inspire their creativity.  
 
“Some of the children we took to the farms had very difficult and chaotic lives. We took them out of a 
very difficult environment where they were unable to socialise and didn’t know how to share and put 
them into a totally different world. It was a haven where they could thrive.”  
Teacher from London  
 
Further details about the Charity are available on our website www.farmsforcitychildren.org  
 
Wick Court is a small-scale traditional livestock farm, with sheep, beef cattle, pigs and poultry. It has a 
small stable yard, with four ponies which the children help to care for. Wick Court is an impressive 
Elizabethan moated property, once used as a hunting lodge by the nearby Lords of Berkeley 
and rumoured to have hosted Elizabeth I. The majestic house looks out across idyllic pastures to the 
reed beds of the River Severn – a view that has changed little since the first recorded farmstead stood 
on this land in the Middle Ages. 

Role Overview  
Activities which are undertaken by Equine and Livestock Volunteers (depending on skills, experience 
and interests) include:  
 Bringing in the horses  
 Grooming  
 Feeding and mucking out  
 Cleaning farm equipment  
 Supporting the movement of stock, ie, separating sheep, moving to new housing  
 Basic farm maintenance where skills allow, (eg, painting pens frames, fixing wheelbarrows, 

repairing fences)  
 Assisting the Farm Manager and Farm School Leaders with other tasks on the farm  
 

http://www.farmsforcitychildren.org/
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Commitment  
The Equine and Livestock role is a year-round position, with volunteers generally providing 
approximately 1 day or ½ day of their time a week. We welcome applications from those able to offer 
less time/ frequency of visits and happy to discuss arrangements around people’s other 
commitments.  
 
Skills and Experience  
This role will suit you if you:  
- Like spending time outdoors in a beautiful heritage garden  
- Have experience of horses and livestock, and be confident in their handling 
- Are able to take on work involving moderate physical activity  
- Are happy to work on your own – there will be staff on site available to support you  
- Are willing to take part in training as part of the role  
 
Disclosure and Barring Service  
The Equine and Livestock role is subject to a basic DBS check.  
 
How to Apply  
Please complete the application form and send to recruitment@farmsforcitychildren.org 


